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District 8 Grand National Teams€
May 5 & 6, 2007 -- Springfield, IL€

Congratulations to the winners and runners-up in District 8's annual Grand National Team finals, held 
at the IL Education Association in Springfield IL. The winning team in each flight won a travel award 
from the District Board to represent District 8 in the national finals in Nashville TN in July. 

Championship Flight 
1 - Jack Bryant - Roger Lord -
Ken Bland - Jacque Sincoff, St. 
Louis 

2 - Ed Schultz - Tom Kniest, St. 
Louis - Colby Vernay, Lacon IL -
Mark Kessler, Springfield IL - Karen 
Walker, Champaign IL 

Flight B (0-2000) 

1 - Marilyn Stickel, Lacon IL - Terry 
Goodykoontz, Champaign IL - Leah Newell, 
Springfield IL - Ray Russ, Henry IL 

2 - Chuck & Liz Zalar - Carol Sholes - Gary 
Schechter, Springfield IL 

3/4 - Chuck Young - Pat Moos - Fei Dong, 
Peoria; Chris Shaw, Carlinville 

3/4 - Sara & Chris Grande - Mishawaka IN -
Donna & Daniel Simon, South Bend IN 

Flight C (Non-Life Masters under 500 pts.) 



Flight A  (0-5000) 

1 - Kris Maillacheruvu, Peoria IL -
Madhu Viswanathan, Champaign 
IL - Mike Halvorsen - Richard 
Blumenthal, Crystal Lake IL 

2 - Ron Sholes-Springfield IL -
Meyer Abarbanel, Belvidere IL -
James Hudson, DeKalb IL - John 
Startzel, Cherry Valley IL -
Steve Brauss, St Louis 

1 - Irene Wen, Urbana IL - Anne Thiede, 
Danville IL - Janice Thompson, Newman IL -
Elizabeth Wilson, Urbana IL 

2 - Paul Holmes - Josh Kueker - Gary Dell, 
Champaign IL - Dan Faulkner, Monticello 



"If I had bid hearts, would you have led a 
diamond?" 

Colby Vernay of Lacon IL came up with a gutsy defense to overcome a disappointing opening lead on 
this deal from the Sunday Swiss teams at the Memorial Day regional in Champaign IL. 

Dummy 

KJ7 

K74 

K87 

KJ108 

Vernay 

A4 
Q lead 

832 

AQ109 

A974 

IMPs, none vulnerable 

West North  East South 
Vernay 

Pass 1C 1D 1S 

2D DBL * Pass 4S 

All Pass 

* Support double (3-card spade support) 

Colby, East, overcalled 1D and got a raise from his partner as the opponents barreled into 4S. He was 
pretty happy about his chances for defeating the contract when he saw dummy, but then he took 
another look at partner's opening lead: the Q. This would have been an easy defense if partner had 
led the "obvious" diamond, but now Colby was going to have to work to beat it. 

Declarer played low from dummy and won the A in his hand. He led a spade to dummy's K and 
Colby's A, and Colby exited safely with his last trump. Declarer won the Q in hand, partner 
pitching a heart, then cashed dummy's K and ruffed a heart in his hand. Declarer now led the 2 to 
dummy's J. Partner followed with the 3 (upside-down count, showing an even number of clubs). 
The end position is below. How would you defend from here? 

Dummy 

J 

K87 

KJ108 

It's natural to feel the situation is hopeless and to blame it 
all on partner's opening lead. Some players would just 
accept the endplay by winning the A and giving partner a 
steely glare. Colby, though, stopped to think. 

Declarer has shown up with 7 spades and 2 hearts, and it 
appears he has one club and three diamonds (if partner had 
two clubs instead of four, that would give him five 
diamonds, which surely would have elicited more than a 
single raise). Colby decided to follow the old advice that if 
you don't want to be on lead, don't win the trick. Even 



Vernay 

AQ109 

A974 

3 €

though he was certain declarer had a singleton club, he 
played low and allowed dummy's J to win the trick. 

That was declarer's ninth trick, but allowing him to win the 
first club trick was the only way to keep him from scoring 
ten. Declarer, who held 

Q1098632 A5 543 2 

now had to lose three diamonds and go down one. At the 
2 led€

table, he led dummy's K and Colby covered with the A, ruffed. Declarer now led a diamond to 
dummy's 8, but Colby had a safe exit with a club. 

If declarer instead ruffs a low club to hand and leads toward the K, Colby's partner -- who will be 
looking for an opportunity to redeem himself -- will insert his J to save Colby's hand from that 
endplay. 

So ... how awful was that opening lead? Colby understood the logic when he saw partner's hand: 

2 QJ1096 J62 Q653 

If Colby had held the A instead of the two black aces, the heart would have been the only lead to 
beat the contract, allowing the defense to win two hearts and at least two diamonds. 

As his partner commented after the hand, "Not my best opening lead, but then, you'd never have had a 
chance to be such a hero if I'd led a diamond." 

Congratulations to Colby and his team-mates -- Hugh Williams of Carbondale IL, Jim O'Neill of 
Chicago and Colby's ignominious partner -- who scored 120 out of 140 possible victory points and 
won the event. 



District 8 Online 

The District 8 Board recently developed a new web 
site with resources for our members and other bridge 
players. The site is now online at: 

http://district8acbl.com 

In addition to news about District 8 and its players, 
the site offers a wide variety of information designed 
to help our members take advantage of opportunities 
to learn, play and enjoy the game of bridge. The site 
features include: 

● District 8 Board members' photos and email addresses 
● Resources for bridge teachers 
● Directory of bridge teachers 
● Directory of clubs with online game results 
● National champions from District 8 
● North American Pair and Grand National Team winners since 1981 
● Goodwill Committee and Charity Committee appointees since 1967 
●� Links to ACBL pages: Check your masterpoints, year-to-date Ace of Clubs & Mini-McKenney 

standings, tournament calendars 
●� Best of Bridge directory, featuring links to bridge blogs, quiz and puzzle pages, online bridge 

columns, instructional pages and other quality sites 



District 8 Solvers Forum -- June 
2007 

by Tom Dodd, Branchburg NJ 

1. IMPs, none vulnerable 

West North East South 

Pass 1H Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: A102 AK10 
8654 AQ5 ? 

Other 

2D 

2NT 

50 

70 

80 

0 

2 

6 

14 

22 

12 

2C 100 10 

Action Score Votes 

52 

% Solvers 

In case you're wondering about the photo, for my 50th birthday, I told my wife I wanted to appear on 
Bill Maher's show, but Bill was booked up that week so I had to settle for my fellow Hoosier. 

Only in Solvers Forum can you score the maximum for starting what promises to be a tortuous auction 
(North might say torturous by the time it's over) in a quest to find the right (or any) slam. I love most 
of the comments in support of introducing a 3-bagger and raising the level. 

MERRITT: "2C. Diamond-in-with-my-clubs kinda response. It saves room and is surely more 
representative of my hand than 2D." 

KESSLER: "2C. An attempt to find out more about partners hand. Bidding 2D will make it impossible 
for partner to evaluate his hand later. If you bid notrump, you deserve a stiff diamond in dummy." 

BERNHARD: "2C. Oh boy, another chance to get serious abuse. No heart raise fits, so make a waiting-
type bid." 

Only if you made a bid like this as my partner would you get (well-deserved) abuse! 

BARNES: "2C. I would prefer 2NT (Jacoby), but most partners demand 4-card trump support. In my 
heart, I know that 2NT is the right bid. However, 2C locates my values well enough to be an 
acceptable alternative. I don't want to end in a high-level diamond contract unless it's partner's suit that 
I am supporting, and I don't want partner to think too highly of his diamond Qx." 



I almost bought into this last comment, until I remembered the basic lesson about using 2NT as an 
artificial raise. When one uses this avenue of approach, or any approach in which partner is relegated 
to an answering role, the 2NT bidder is assuming the captaincy of the hand. Bridge is about using your 
judgment, and an artificial raise such as 2NT is not a call to be flung about as a whim just because one 
has game-going values and 4-card support. You must have at least an inkling about what to do next 
after partner's inevitable "forced" response. Otherwise, you might as well punt -- bid your x-high 4-
card suit or your best 3-bagger and hope North can take over the auction (just hope he doesn't presume 
some big double fitter when this happens). 

WALKER: "2NT. I almost never do this with three trumps, but this looks like the perfect hand for it. 
If partner can show a spade or diamond singleton, the rest of the auction should be fairly easy. These 
'almost-slam-strength' hands are difficult to show after starting with a 2-over-1, especially when you 
have to distort your suit length or strength by bidding one of these minors." 

Of course, we 2NT raisers are hoping for a diamond response showing shortness. Not only will that 
almost guarantee we're going to play at least a small slam, it will greatly simplify the subsequent 
auction. And even if we don't hear that magical 3D response, the subsequent bidding will be relatively 
painless and informative. In other words, you have a plan, unlike the rest of the panel and solvers who 
even admitted they were "temporizing" with their first call. 

FELDHEIM: "2NT. I'd love to hold a 4th trump but... This is really a problem of agreement. If 3S 
shows an unknown singleton, 4D would show a slam-try with no ruffing values. As it is, without that 
agreement, any other bid than 2NT is even more of a distortion. If North bids anything but 4H, South 
should press for a slam." 

Opposite a 4H "signoff", South has a clear pass. I think a 3C reply would slow me down a little, and 
even 3H or 3NT would require caution with this 6½-loser hand. Even then, starting with 2NT feels 
much more comfortable than anything else. 

Even Bridge Baron (with comments by developer Stephen Smith) took the temporizing view, which 
was surprising, since software is supposed to simplify things (most of the time anyway). 

BARON: "2D. Temporizing; awaiting developments." 

FEILER: "2D. BWS isn't really a system, it's a hodgepodge of conventions, and as far as I can see, 
there's no bid at all for this hand. So I'll try another idea and go for a lead-misdirector in our eventual 
contract. I suppose this could be considered a psych, but I am bidding my longest suit!" 

The main issue I have with not using a Jacoby 2NT here is that no other sequence is going to take as 
much of the guesswork out of the later auction. If North must later make a decision as to whether the 
hands fit well enough to make a slam viable, he will be guessing at best -- or, worse, be basing the 
decision on a misconception of your hand. Try a few sample auctions on a hand simulator if you don't 
believe that an original 2-of-a-minor response won't cause massive headaches with most "normal" 
North hands. 

2. Matchpoints, EW vulnerable % Solvers Votes Score Action 



--

 West North East South 

1D Pass 1H 

Pass 3D Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: 104 A10942 
A2 Q763 ? 

Unlike problem 1, I like the temporizing bid here. It's 

3H 100 8 26 

4D 90 1 12 

3NT 80 3 26 

3S 80 5 12 

4C 70 1 8 

Other 60 0 16 

forcing, keeps 3NT in the picture, and doesn't lie about the location of your strength (in case North 
decides that 3NT looks like a viable spot to play this hand). 

FELDHEIM: "3S. Again, a question of agreement. This is the best chance to reach either 4H or 3NT. 
Alternately, 4D, probing for slam looks too rich for matchpoints." 

NELSON: "3S. Get partner to bid 3NT." 

One of my dad's favorite sayings (usually directed at slowpoke drivers on the highway) is: "Do 
something, anything, even if it's wrong!" The only good thing I can say for 3S is that it's better than 
this: 

KESSLER: "3NT. More often than not, 3NT is right at matchpoints. I do not play that 3S asks for a 
stopper. Partner did jump to 3D without the ace, so I'll hope his compensating values are in spades." 

BRIDGE BARON: "3NT. A 'stoppers-are-for-children' auction for Bridge Baron." 

GUTHRIE: "3NT. Does 3S show a stopper or ask for one? You are about to find out." 

At least no one brought out the oft-overused Hamman Rule (If 3NT is a possible bid ...). What puzzles 
me most is that both of these avenues have serious flaws, and they're recipes for disaster when North 
holds inadequate spade cards. Although some might draw the negative inference of EW not 
introducing spades as meaning the suit is not dangerous, the anti-positional nature of a direct 3NT 
struck me as particularly reckless. EW have at least 8 spade cards between them, probably at least 9, 
and they are going to lead them. 

Okay, North did make a value-showing jump rebid without either red ace, but does this make him a 
favorite to hold spade guard(s) that can stand up to a frontal assault? Wouldn't you as North trot out a 
jump rebid with x Kx KQJ10xx AKx ? Wouldn't you also then pass 3NT, assuming that 
your partner had the spade suit taken care of? I didn't think so. The voices of reason: 

KNIEST: "3H. Forcing (I could have passed 3D) and will get pard's natural response. I hope that's 
3NT, but maybe 4H is the best contract, and this is the only way to get there. 3NT comes under 
'wishing and hoping' and 3S is insane playing Standard American." 

HUDSON: "3H. It's reasonable to rebid the decent 5-card heart suit. Maybe a bid of 3S here should 
show weakness in spades rather than strength, but I don't think we have that agreement." 



--

VONGSVIVUT: "3H. Shows at least five hearts, implies no spade stopper and invites to 4H or 3NT." 

STRITE: "3H. Economical, forcing, and perhaps partner's next call makes life easy." 

I must be getting old when this bid seems so obvious. Are the others worried that 3H shows a better 
suit or that North will blindly raise with xx of hearts instead of trotting out 3NT with a control-rich 
hand? 

Action Score Votes % Solvers 

Pass 100 8 32 

3NT 80 6 28 

4C 70 3 8 

5C 60 1 16 

Other 50 0 16 

3. Matchpoints, EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

1NT (15-17) Pass 2S* 

Pass 3C** Pass ??? 

* (Transfer to clubs) 
** (Qxx or better in clubs) 

What is your call as South holding: A3 Q62 3 10975432 ? 

For the record, I don't think Bridge World Standard plays this sequence. It does use 4-suit transfers 
after an opening 1NT, but the one-step response usually means a "super-acceptance" (the same as in 
bidding past the transfer suit after a 2D or 2H transfer). Simply accepting the transfer, as here, does 
not show a maximum (or any quality of trump support). 

That's all irrelevant, since we're given the meaning of partner's rebid. Once again, though, I have no 
idea why a sizable minority of supposedly sane panelists (and solvers) decided that this trash had 
suddenly morphed into a game-going hand. At least most acknowledged that 3NT was an attempt to 
create a swing. 

KESSLER: "3NT. If I bid 3NT enough times, we'll make one of them. This has as much chance at 
being correct as any other guess, and with greater rewards." 

At least he's consistent. 

MERRITT: "3NT. I made the transfer to find out what partner had to say. He said it was 'go' time. 
You think that I am now supposed to pass?" 

BERNHARD: "3NT. If partner has 3 to an honor in clubs, I like our chances and this is matchpoints. 
Pass is a close second choice." 

Even red at IMPs, this one is borderline at best as far as chances go. I was motivated to run a 
calculation on this one. Since North is known to have Qxx and up in clubs, and we can pretty much 
guarantee that 3NT is going down if the club suit doesn't run, I ran the probabilities through a software 
program to see how risky this call is. What spit out was that the clubs would be good for 7 tricks about 
41% of the time and that 3NT would make about 32% of the time. Not exactly the odds most would 



like for an anti-field bid like this one. Even Bridge Baron agreed that the odds are way against 3NT 
being a decent contract. 

BRIDGE BARON: "Pass. Bridge Baron is not even particularly close to being tempted." 

Passing seemed like a conservative move, until one remembers that was our original intent: To get to a 
playable contract, one likely to attain the all-important plus score at matchpoints. Since most of the 
field will be in 3C (either via a weak jump or a transfer sequence, or through some other means if 1NT 
is not opened), we rate to score at least average-plus when we inevitably score up the extra trick by 
our superior playing abilities. 

GUTHRIE: "Pass. In my opinion, 3C denies a maximum. Be grateful for silent opponents and accept 
your plus score. 5C is a long way away and 3NT is unlikely to be better than 50%. At teams, it would 
be different." 

HUDSON: "Pass. Pass. Playing in 3C gives us a sure plus. Game is against the odds. If I had to pick 
one, I'd prefer 5C to 3NT. I suppose a bid of 4C here would be invitational, but I'm not quite worth it." 

Inviting is a close call, but again, it rates to be anti-field (except with this panel, where more than half 
bid on). I didn't run a simulation on 5C, but I suspect that it's likely a worse bet than 3NT because of 
the side-suit loser count. You need specific side controls or a finesse or some luck to make 11 tricks, 
even if the clubs do come in without loss. 

NELSON: "4C. Roll the dice on this one. It could be right to pass 3C, but with the right cards, 5C 
could be cold." 

KNIEST: "4C. Invitational -- should show long, weak clubs and a flaw for NT. Of course, 3NT will 
roll on those days where clubs come in and they can't set you off the top. My bid is the middle of the 
road., and keeps them from balancing." 

PAOLO also commented on the possibility of a balance here, but I don't see it. Jumping in at the 3-
level when one opponent is known to be strong is not seen often, even in today's looser arena. And I 
can always let EW push me to the 4-level, which is what I figure to make anyway. 

Throwing caution to the winds: 

WALKER: "5C. A bit pushy, but it seems about right on values and playing strength. 3NT is 
matchpoint mania gone too far." 

4. Matchpoints, both vulnerable Action Score Votes % Solvers 

3D 100 5 32 

Pass 90 4 36 

2S 80 2 16 

3S 80 3 8 

West North East South 

1C DBL 1H 1S 

2H DBL Pass ??? 



What is your call as South holding: J8732 10 
AJ103 652 ? 

Yet another system adventure. Since there was no special 
8 1 70 3H 

0 3 70 4S 

meaning given to North's second double, we must assume that BWS 2001 applies, and that system 
does not specify any special meaning for the double. Not so, say: 

WALKER: "4S. Partner's second double shows extra values (at least a strong 16-17+) with 3-card 
support for my suit. I wouldn't argue with a highly encouraging 3S, but with the stiff heart and the 
strong side suit, I think my hand is heavy for it." 

HUDSON: "3S. To bid diamonds would deny five spades. 2S would be too wimpy, even at 
matchpoints. Partner is showing something like AKx KQ9x KQxxx x." 

BARNES: "2S. I expect partner to hold 3-card spade support and a little extra above the minimum 
double for his first action. He sounds like 3=4=4=2 shape. The only question is, am I worth 3S?" 

VONGSVIVUT: "4S. North's second double should show at least 18 HCP with 3-card spade support 
and a desire for the bidding to continue. My hand is worth at least 8 support points." 

NELSON: "3S. If I remember correctly, this bid shows 3-card support with about 18. I believe I have 
my bid inviting game." 

My editor swears this interpretation is so widely agreed that it's become standard. Perhaps North's 
second double is some sort of "super" support double, but it's not BWS, which does play support 
doubles through 2C, but not in this type of auction. Typically, support doubles occur after our side has 
opened the bidding, i.e., 1C-Pass-1H-1S, double would show 3-card support for hearts and perhaps 
some extra values. 

So what does the double here mean? With no special treatments available, it must show extra values, a 
desire to penalize in hearts (and my holding in that suit would seem to confirm this), and really says 
nothing about spade support. So then, what to do? Answers were all over the map here, indicating the 
intriguing nature of this problem: 

KESSLER: "Pass. I have no reason to believe we have a game, nor any reason to believe we will not 
beat 2H. Any bid other than pass could easily result in us going minus instead of the opponents." 

STRITE: "Pass. 2S should go plus, but I like my 10 of hearts enough to lead it." 

FEILER: "3H. A maximum nothing!" 

PAOLO: "3D. I don't want to let the opponents play at the two-level with eight trumps. On the other 
hand, if partner is strong enough, we can win 4S." 

BERNHARD: "3D. Does double show 3 spades? Is it penalty? Or does it show the other suits? I have 
already shown 5 spades and they are bad, and I believe they are making 2H." 



--

Some would argue (correctly) that your 1S bid did not necessarily show a 5-card suit (as it would have 
if North had opened 1C and East overcalled 1H). What tipped the scales for me on 3D (as opposed to 
2S) was the suit quality, as well as my judgment that this hand had better potential than a simple spade 
rebid would advertise. If your plan is to advance the auction -- and a solid majority believed South's 
hand merited at least a game invite -- why not at least bid where your true strength lies? 

My favorite comment of the month: 

MERRITT: "2S. In the World Series of Poker I would pass and shoot it out, but with a fifth spade, this 
is breaking rocks in the hot sun. This is a partner litmus test. If he hates you for pulling with a 
defensive trick, accept that this partner is a jerk and move on. Bidding may not always be right, but it 
is certainly a reasonable alternative." 

I doubt the WSOP is going to include a bridge event this year, but it would sure be fun to watch. Can I 
partner with Mike "The Mouth" Matusow? 

5. Matchpoints, both vulnerable 

West North East South 

1H Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: 3 642 Void 
AK9765432 ? 

Most of the comments from the majority could charitably 
be called understatements, but why quibble. 

Action Score Votes % Solvers 

2C 100 12 56 

5C 90 6 4 

1NT 70 0 10 

4H 60 0 10 

2H, 3H, 6C 60 0 16 

Other 50 0 4 

KESSLER: “2C. Certainly this is enough for a 2-over-1, and clubs is very likely to be the suit you 
want to play in. My second choice would be a strong jump shift to 3C. If partner were to rebid 2D, I 
would rebid clubs as opposed to showing heart support.” 

BERNHARD: “2C. Nice and easy, let's listen to the auction before deciding where to play this.” 

Plenty of bidding ahead.” 

BARNES: “2C. A nine-card suit needs to be bid at least once, perhaps more than once. Partner needs a 
terrific suit for me to want to play in hearts. I'm worth at least 8 tricks in clubs, 4 tricks at most in 
hearts.” 

VONGSVIVUT: “2C.Start with a 2-over-1 game force. After that, I plan to force to 5C or 6C, unless 
North show 6-card heart suit, in which case I might play in hearts.” 

Are there hands where the big jump could backfire? Sure! But what’re the odds? If you’re a realist and 
said "thin", then why would you ever want to play this hand in hearts? Granted, if North has a club 
and a solid heart suit and the opponents' clubs are situated such that they won’t lead them and if West 
suddenly jams the auction with a big spade or diamond preempt, you might be able to glean enough 



information from a slow auction to judge just where and how high to play this hand. That’s a lot of big 
IFs. For my money, er, matchpoints, why not just make a descriptive jump yourself? Maybe you’ll 
even cause West some serious heartburn if he picks up a big spade diamond two-suiter and has to 
make his first decision at the 5-level. 

GUTHRIE: “5C. Heed the wisdom of the old riddle. 'What do you call a nine card suit?' 'Trumps!' " 

KNIEST: “5C. That rule about not laying 8-card suits down in dummy also applies to 9-card suits. 
The opponents are in a tough spot because they don't know about my heart length, nor do I want them 
to. I'm trying to buy the pot. There are lots of hands where we can make more, but lots of hands where 
they can, too.” 

And as others noted, North can always bid on with a suitable hand. 

HUDSON: “5C.This will usually make, and with some hands that will make 6C partner will raise. I’m 
not playing this in hearts!” 

WALKER: “5C. I'm not necessarily trying to preempt the opponents, although this jump should be 
effective if it happens to be their hand. If it's our hand, clubs rates to play better than hearts, as I'll 
have entries to partner's heart suit if I declare, but he may not have any entries to my club suit if he 
declares. There's also the possibility that this description will induce partner to bid 6C.” 

Last words: 

RABIDEAU: “2C and more clubs. I'll show my heart support later, but my hand isn't all that great in 
hearts.” 

Then why plan to show support at all? Unless I hear Pass - 3 (or 4) Hearts- Pass, I’m bidding clubs, 
clubs, clubs. 

6. IMPs, NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

1D 

Pass 1S Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: AK83 93 
AK8643 K ? 

Action Score Votes % Solvers 

4D 100 8 16 

4S 90 5 24 

4C 90 2 24 

3S 80 3 34 

4NT 50 0 2 

Once again, I find myself comfortably in the minority. The majority decided this hand was worth a 
game force. I wonder if they'd have made the same call with a singleton deuce of clubs? Judging from 
most of the comments and examples, their partners always hold 5 spades for this sequence. I'm here to 
tell you that wishing it doesn't often make it so. 

A lone voice out of the wilderness (MATHENY did not comment) agreed with the invite: 



FELDHEIM: "3S. A straight losing-trick-count hand. The diamonds are not solid enough for 4D." 

Actually, I took not only the scoring form and vulnerability into account, but the fact that North is 
aware of the conditions as well. Not many of my partners through the years would pass my double 
raise, red at IMPs, with any sort of excuse. About the only hand any of them (and they know who they 
are!) would even consider passing a 3S raise here would be a hand with lousy spades and lousy 
controls -- something like Jxxx Qxx xxx Kxx -- which, according to my old charts, is about 
12% to make game (about 24% if the diamonds are xx). Note that adding "values" like the heart jack 
or club queen, or even a diamond honor, do little to change the poor chances we have to make 10 
tricks. 

The panel majority thought this hand worth at least game, then promptly split into three camps. The 
minority from this group didn't care that the singleton was a king: 

BRIDGE BARON: "4C. Splinter, revaluing this hand more highly after simulation." 

KESSLER: "4C. I play that diamonds need to be better for a 4D bid, and I do not like a splinter with a 
stiff king. However, it is IMPs and partner could have almost any hand with the heart ace and the 
spade queen and have a play for six. This is the best bid to let partner know his heart ace is a very 
important card." 

The only thing I don't like about the splinter is that it hides the diamond length. Especially in a 
convention-filled system like BWS, splinters should generally be reserved for specific hands, 
primarily 4441 and 5431 patterns. There are other conventional raises to describe most everything 
else. For those who chose not to splinter, the vote was almost evenly split. 

GUTHRIE: "4S. 3S is a bad underbid since a vulnerable game is likely opposite a balanced 
Yarborough e.g., xxxxx xxx xx xxx . (Then why not open 2C? -TJD) 4D would be fine if 
it showed this hand, but it is more likely to be taken as a splinter (Not unless your system slows you to 
open a singleton. - TJD). A 4C splinter misdescribes the hand type and is a doubtful ploy with a 
singleton king." 

RABIDEAU: "4S. Can't splinter with a stiff K or Q, so...?" 

Finally, we have the majority -- sensible in my view, and what I might bid with a conservative partner: 

PAOLO: "4D. I show not only good diamonds but also a spade fit." 

Old timers like me used to call this bid The-Convention-With-No-Name, because it dates from the 
earliest days of contract bridge, and nobody seems to be able to remember who invented it. I must 
admit that if the singleton club king had morphed into the doubleton heart king, then 4D would be a 
no-brainer call (and the problem wouldn't be here in the Forum!). 

KNIEST: "4D. The right bid for this type of hand -- shows a 6-4 with playing strength and 
concentrated values. Partner has a good idea of the combined potential now." 

WALKER: "4D. Tough choice between 3S, 4S and 4D. Technically, the hand evaluates to only 18 



points at best, so an invitational 3S could be enough. This isn't the perfect hand for 4D (diamonds a bit 
weak, singleton too strong), but it's very near the right playing strength, so as usual, I'll round up." 

Which brings us to this month's final rule: 
When a partner accuses you of overbidding, say that you always add at least a half-trick because 

you know how well he declares. Stops a potential heated argument right in its tracks, at least the first 
couple of times you use it! Everyone have a great summer! 

Thanks to all who sent in answers and comments this month. Topping all Solvers was Dave Smith 
of Memphis TN with 580. Close behind with 570 were Mark Leonard of Ypsilanti MI and John 
R. Mayne of Riverbank CA. They're all invited to join the August panel. 

The six new problems for August are below. Please submit your solutions and comments by July 
26 on the web form. Note: The web form will sometimes crash if you've typed very long text into 
the comment boxes. If you have long comments, you can send your solutions by email to our 
August moderator: 

Kent Feiler -- kent@kentfeiler.com 

How the Panel voted  (Panel/Staff Avg. --
536): 

1 2 3 4  5 6 Score 

Sandy Barnes, Wildomar CA 2C 3S Pass 2S 2C 4S 550 

Bridge Baron software 2D 3NT Pass Pass 2C 4C 530 

Bob Bernhard, New Smyrna Beach FL 2C 4D 3NT 3D 2C 4D 570 

Harold Feldheim, Hamden CT 2NT 3S Pass 3D 2C 3S 540 

Nigel Guthrie, Reading UK 2C 3NT Pass Pass 5C 4S 550 

Jim Hudson, DeKalb IL 2C 3H Pass 3S 5C 4D 570 

Mark Kessler, Springfield IL 2C 3NT 3NT Pass 2C 4C 540 

Tom Kniest, University City MO 2NT 3H 4C 4S 5C 4D 480 

Larry Matheny, Loveland CO 2C 3H Pass 3D 2C 3S 580 

Bev Nelson, Fort Myers FL 2C 3S 4C 3S 2C 4D 530 

Manuel Paulo, Lisboa PT 2C 3S 4C 3D 2C 4D 550 

Larry Rabideau, St. Anne ON 2NT 4C 3NT 3S 2C 4S 510 

Toby Strite, San Jose CA 2NT 3H 3NT Pass 2C 4D 550 

Arbha Vongsvivut, Godfrey IL 2C 3H Pass 4S 2C 4D 570 

How the Staff voted 



-- -- --

-- -- --

 Tom Dodd, Branchburg NJ 2NT 3H Pass 3D 5C 3S 550 

Kent Feiler, Harvard IL 2D 3H 3NT 3H 5C 4S 500 

Scott Merritt, Abuja, Nigeria 2C 3S 3NT 2S 2C 4S 530 

Karen Walker, Champaign IL 2NT 3H 5C 4S 5C 4D 500 

Solvers Honor Roll  (Solver average: 497) 

Dave Smith, Memphis TN 2C 3H Pass 3S 2C 4D 580 

Mark Leonard, Ypsilanti MI 2C 3H 3NT Pass 2C 4D 570 

John R. Mayne, Riverbank CA 2C 3S Pass Pass 2C 4D 570 

Asher Axelrod, Jerusalem, Israel 560 Len Vishnevsky, San Francisco CA 550 

Bill Rotter, Granite City IL 560 Yigit Cecen, Ankara, Turkey 540 

Jim Diebel, Wood Dale IL 550 Mike Halvorsen, Champaign IL 540 

Robert Lambert, Warsaw IN 550 Larry Wilcox, Springfield IL 540 

Solvers Forum -- August 2007 Problems€

1. IMPs, none vulnerable 

West North East South 

3C Pass Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: 
QJ103 AQJ87 8 KQ10 ? 

2. Matchpoints, both 

vulnerable 

West North East South 

1H 

Pass 1S Pass ??? 

What is your call as South holding: 
76 AKQ1076 A97 A8 ? 

3. IMPs, both vulnerable 

4. Matchpoints, NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

1C 

1S DBL* Pass ??? 

* (Negative) 

What is your call as South holding: 
AQJ5 52 K AQJ1072 ? 

5. Matchpoints, NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

2C 3S Pass* 

Pass DBL Pass ??? 

* (Positive response; two queens or better) 

What is your call as South holding: 
A62 A9754 J32 QJ ? 



-- --

 West North East South 

1S* DBL  Pass Pass 

2C 2D 3C 3D 

Pass 3S Pass ??? 

* (Four-card majors, may have a longer 
minor) 

What is your call as South holding: 
Q98654 A3 K52 65 ? 

6. Matchpoints, EW 

vulnerable 

West North East South 

1H Pass 

2C Pass 2H Pass 

4H All Pass 

What is your opening lead as South holding: 
A432 8732 AQ5 Q6 ? 



Pair Fare 
News from Northwestern Illinois Unit 239 

Editor: Dennis Ryan, 118 Glenview Court, Janesville WI 53545 
drchezmoi@aol.com 

Major changes in knockout schedule for the "Rockin' Rockford 
Regional" 

Major changes in the schedule of knockout events for the "Rockin' Rockford Regional," scheduled for 
June 18 - 24, have just been announced. If you are booked for knockout team events for this 
tournament, please double check the schedule with your team mates. 

● Knockout A remains unchanged. 
●� Knockout B is not a four-session KO as currently scheduled. Instead, it is a two-session 

compact KO scheduled at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Tuesday. 
●� Knockout C is now a four-session KO at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday. 
●� Knockout D is now a four-session KO at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Wednesday and at 2 p.m. and 7 

p.m. on Thursday. 
● Knockout E is now a two-session compact KO at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Thursday. 
● Knockout F is now a two-session compact KO at 9:30 a.m. on Friday and Saturday mornings. 
●� Knockout G is now a four-session KO at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Friday and at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

on Saturday. 
● Knockout H is now a two-session compact KO at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday. 

The tournament's four 4-session KO events begin Monday at 7 pm (continues Tuesday morning, aft. 
& eve.), Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. (four morning sessions), Wednesday at 2 pm (continues Wed. eve. 
and Thu. aft. & eve.) and Friday at 2 pm (continues Fri. eve. and Sat. aft. & eve.). 

"We regret having to make such substantial changes to the schedule so late in the day," says Unit 
President Karl Dencker, "but unfortunately, it was necessary to make them. We beg your indulgence 
and thank you for your patience." 

ACBL and District 8 Presidents to Visit Rockford Regional 

ACBL President Sharon Fairchild will visit the "Rockin' Rockford Regional" Thursday (June 21) 
through Sunday (June 24.) She will be playing with Bob Carteaux of Ft. Wayne IN, who is president 



of District 8. Georgia Heth, District 8's representative to the ACBL Board of Governors, will also 
attend the tournament for several days. 

Fairchild will be hosting Unit 239 officials at dinner at Lino's restaurant on Friday evening. In return, 
the Unit is hosting a continental breakfast for her on Sunday from 8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. in the 
hospitality suite, room 1702 (this is the same room as last year.) All participants in Sunday's Swiss 
team event are invited to attend. 

Players are reminded that the Sunday Swiss starts at 10 a.m., just as it did last year. Free box lunches 
will be provided to all participants during a break. 

Upcoming Area Tournaments 

Rockin' Rockford Regional, Clock Tower Resort, 7801 East State St., Rockford -- June 18-24. 

299'er Elgin Silver Sectional, Hemmens Cultural Center, 45 Symphony Way, Elgin -- August 3-5. 

Rockford Classic Sectional, Clock Tower Resort, 7801 East State St., Rockford -- September 7-9. 

Turkey Bowl Sectional, Prisco Community Center, Rte. 31 and Illinois Ave., Aurora -- November 
23-25. 

Ed Kain: Life Master 

Ed Kain of Sun City in Huntley is one of Unit 239's newest Life Masters. Ed earned his gold card 
playing in a Lake Geneva regional team event with Tom Hardy (Huntley,) Pat Haverty (Woodstock,) 
and Frank Greenwald (Woodstock.) (Columnist's note: this was all in April, 2006. But Ed is a 
"snowbird" who had fled to the sunny south for the winter by the time your columnist could catch up 
with him last fall. Thus, Ed has had to wait for over a year to be honored in these pages for his 
achievement.) 

Ed began playing bridge in college and began duplicate in the 1950's in Crystal Lake. "That was all 
eons ago," says Ed, laughing. "I have a hard enough time remembering what is trumps for an entire 
hand without digging up the start of my bridge career from 50 years ago." 

Ed was born and raised in Oak Park, but attended high school in Ft. Lauderdale FL. He went on to 
Holy Cross College in Worcester MA, and then to law school at De Paul in Chicago. "I practiced law 
for a short time in Crystal Lake," he confesses, "but I had more children than clients; so it seemed 
practical to find something else to do." The "something else" was becoming the credit manager of Oak 
Industries there. 

His six children with his late wife Marjorie include: Edward, a retired auditor with Edison in LaVerne 
CA; Charles, who works with Edward Jones Brokerage in West Frankfort IL; Barbara, who lives in 
Crystal Lake but works for the James Rodin Picture Framing Gallery in Richfield IL; Mary, a 
housewife in Batavia; Karen, who runs a B&B in St. John, Virgin Islands; and his late son John, who 
died a few years ago. Marjorie was also a bridge player, and many "old timers" in our Unit will fondly 
remember her. 



"I still play bridge twice a week at the age of 83," asserts Ed. "That's a testament to either my 
endurance or my stupidity, I'm not sure which. But I love the game and respect the players. After all, 
fun is what bridge is all about." 

The Changing Scene . . . 

New Junior Masters: Linda Brubaker, Geneva; Fredrick Harms, Geneva; Timothy Kleimeyer, 
Sleepy Hollow; Fred Pfeiffer, Apple River; Geraldine Regez, Freeport. 

New Club Masters: Karen Anderson, Batavia; Sybil Brown, Rockford; Mary Lindberg, 
Rockford. 

New Sectional Masters: Naomi Cartwright, Huntley; Lewis Kelley, Rockford; Robert Quintin, 
St. Charles; Barbara Worden, Rockford. 

New Regional Masters: B. Busche, St. Charles; Donna Cart, Rockford. 

New NABC Masters: Rajahneen Dencker, Lake in the Hills. 

New Bronze Life Masters: Kathy Owens, Loves Park. 

New Silver Life Masters: Mabel McMahon, Rockford; Phyllis Schmitt, Rockford. 

New Emerald Life Masters: Joshua Stark, Grayslake. 

As I See It . . . 

When I was 14, trying to coax whichever parent seemed more pliable into attending duplicate bridge 
games with me twice a week on school nights, I always had one over-riding superstition: I never sat 
West, because that was where "the son sank slowly." 

I have been doing this "columnist thing" for the Advocate for seven years now, profiling new Life 
Masters and pounding the pavement for what few items of general interest our hardly-on-the-cutting-
edge-of-the-news Unit tends to generate. I've watched the Advocate grow from a Bridge Bulletin insert 
to a full-fledged online magazine that actually has room to allow its Unit correspondents to inform 
Unit members of what's going on and give them a true sense of "bridge community." 

But I've been sitting West at this particular table for too long. The "son" is slowly sinking. It's time for 
me to retire. Besides, you folks all need a breath of fresh air. 

When I first took over Pair Fare from Gena Hartlieb (Rockford), I was scared to death. I saw the job 
as an enormous responsibility, and I feared letting people down. And you know what? I hope that my 
replacement, my friend Roger Dieringer of Elgin, is scared to death, too: it's a wonderful way to keep 
one's perspective in this job. (Besides, misery loves company.) But Roger's going to do a great job! 

So I extend my thanks to each and every one of you, for your support, your encouragement, and your 
loyalty over the years. And special thanks must go to our Advocate editor Karen Walker (whose 



editorial discretion has kept my exposed behind from flapping in the breeze more than once) and to all 
the wonderful Unit 239 Presidents who have tolerated my nonsense: Bob Korte (Woodstock), John 
Pree (St. Charles), and Karl Dencker (Lake in the Hills). I really have enjoyed this job. 

That's all, folks! Isn't that the way cartoons are supposed to end? 



CIBA Digest 
News from Central Illinois Unit 208 

kwalker@insightbb.com 
Editor: Karen Walker, 2121 Lynwood Drive, Champaign IL 61821 

(217) 359-0042 

Illini Regional -- May 22-
28, Champaign IL 
Thanks to everyone who traveled to Champaign during 
Memorial Day week to play in our Unit's annual 
regional. The two brand-new hotels (Hilton Garden Inn 
and Homewood Suites) and the remodeled Hilton 
Conference Center offered a beautiful, comfortable 
venue for playing bridge and enjoying the friendly 
hospitality the tournament has become known for. 

Special thanks to the many hard-working volunteers 
from Champaign's Bridge at Ginger Creek club who 
made the tournament a success: 

John Brandeberry & Maggie Stephens --€
Hospitality suite€
Pete Petillo & Bob Shair -- Daily Bulletin€
Debbie Avery -- Caddies€
Dot Roemelt -- Registration€
John Seng -- Prizes€
Hugh Williams & Madhu Viswanathan -€
Partnerships€
Martha Leary -- Novice program€
Karen Walker & Mike Halvorsen -- Chairmen €

Top point winners from Central Illinois were: 

62.17 Karen Walker, Champaign IL€
50.60 Colby Vernay, Lacon IL€
50.00 Bill Lindemann Jr. & Bill Lindemann Sr., €
Champaign IL€
48.03 Gary Dell, Champaign IL & Dan Faulkner, €
Monticello IL€
46.33 Madhu Viswanathan, Champaign IL & Kris €
Maillacheruvu, Peoria IL€
45.63 Paul Holmes & Josh Kueker, Champaign IL€
44.49 Mike Halvorsen, Champaign IL€

Regional Winners 

Big Ten KO, Bracket IV: 
Dan Bunde, Praveen Jayachandran, Carole 

Bardwell, Phillip Kenney 

Thursday Swiss, Flights C & D: 
Duane & Sammye Broline, Richard Spengler 

(not pictured: T. Sheagren ) 



44.06 James Ward, Champaign IL€
42.88 Praveen Jayachandran, Champaign IL & €
Dan Bunde, Urbana IL€
41.12 Mark Kessler, Springfield IL€
38.16 Lynne Feldman, Champaign IL & Dick €
Benson, LeRoy IL€
34.36 Terry Goodykoontz, Champaign IL€
33.74 Rea & Mary Jones, Champaign IL€
32.64 Hugh Williams, Carbondale IL€
31.14 Bob & Sherry Steigmann, Urbana IL€
30.92 Carole Bardwell, Normal IL€
27.85 Don Florida, Marshall IL€
25.79 Jim Melville, Springfield IL€
24.88 Larry Wilcox, Springfield IL€
24.41 Bob Shair, Champaign IL€
23.94 Al & Sally Levering, Frankfort IL€
22.63 Alan Wienman, Morton IL€
22.31 Margaret Hansell, Champaign IL€
22.10 Jim & RoseEllen Scott, Rantoul IL€
21.91 Fred Crockett, Danville IL€
20.22 Randall Motchan, Bloomington IL€
20.13 Leah Newell, Springfield IL€

The full list of event winners and points won by all 
players is here. 

Daily Bulletins: Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. 

Congratulations to new Daily Bulletin editor Pete 
Life Master Petillo, waiting for results 

Randall Motchan of from head director Chris 
Bloomington. Patrias 

Triple winners! Big Ten, Orange & Blue, & 
Chief Illiniwek KOs: 

Dan Faulkner, Gary Dell, Bill Lindemann Jr., 
Bill Lindemann Sr. 

Chief Illiniwek KO, Bracket II: 
Rea & Mary Jones, RoseEllen & Jim Scott 

Orange & Blue KO, Bracket I: 
Tom Kniest, Karen Walker, Mark Kessler 
(not pictured: Alan Stout & Colby Vernay) 

2007 Grand National 
Teams 



Congratulations to all our Unit players who entered the 
District 8 Grand National Team finals in Springfield on 
May 5 & 6. Our Central Illinois teams placed first in 
three flights and second in all four flights. The winners 
in each flight will be representing District 8 in the 
national finals in Nashville TN in July. Good luck to: 

Flight A (0-5000) - Kris Maillacheruvu, Peoria -
Madhu Viswanathan & Mike Halvorsen, Champaign -
Richard Blumenthal, Crystal Lake 

Flight B (0-2000): Marilyn Stickel, Lacon - Terry 
Goodykoontz, Champaign - Leah Newell, 
Springfield - Ray Russ, Henry 

Flight C (0-500 non-LM): Anne Thiede, Danville -
Janice Thompson, Allerton - Irene Wen & Elizabeth 
Wilson, Urbana 

Another new 
Life Master 
Everybody's favorite 
director, Gary Schechter, 
retired from tournament 
work earlier this year, but 
he hasn't given up bridge. 
He's finally found time to 

play, and he's doing it well. 

Gary went over in the District 8 Grand National 
Team finals in May when he and his team-mates --
Chuck and Liz Zalar and Carole Sholes of 
Springfield -- placed second in Flight B. 
Congratulations! 

Movin' Up: Congratulations to these 

Unit members who recently advanced in rank: 

Big Ten KO, Bracket II:€
Bob & Sherry Steigmann, Steve & Louise €

Clark€

Best dressed award:€
The always-colorful Barry Harper (Regina SK), 
Bobbie Straker (Pekin IL) and Alan Wienman 

(Morton IL) 



Junior Master (5 pts.) 

Jeanne Conron, €
Danville€
Joyce Elledge, Paris€
Shirley Logan, €
Springfield€
Carol Sue McNaught, €
Auburn€
Gerald Moats, €
Marseilles€
Sam Weiler, €
Bloomington€
Alice Whitehed, €
Decatur€
Allen Whited, Decatur€

Club Master (20 pts.) 
Dean Collins, €
Springfield€
Leslie Garvey, Elkhart€
Linda Goersch, Tolono €

Sectional Master (50 
pts.) 

Darryl Bremner, €
Clinton€
Becky Lagouros, Peoria €
Heights €

Regional Master (100 
pts.) 

Larry Seitzman, Peoria 
Bev Upp, Bloomington 

NABC Master (200 
pts.) 

Barbara Bass, Princeton€
Christine Biggs, €
Bloomington€
Peg Deutsch, €
Bloomington€
Camilla Rabjohns, €
Peoria Heights€
Grant Sterling, €
Charleston€
Elizabeth Wilson, €
Urbana€

Life Master (300 pts.) 
Joseph Franz, €
Springfield€
Dale Harvey, Galesburg€
Ruth Killen, Springfield€
Layton Lamb, €
Springfield€
Randall Motchan, €
Bloomington€
Gary Schechter, €
Springfield€

Bronze Life Master 
(500 pts.) 

Dan Faulkner, 
Monticello 

Silver Life Master 
(1000 pts.) 

Robert Hathaway, €
Decatur€
Dick Kemmerer, Peoria€

Gold Life Master (2500 
pts.) 

Jim Melville, 
Springfield 

Welcome to new 
members: 

Jeff Ehrlich, Springfield€
Walter Enright, Quincy€
Michael Guzzardo, €
Springfield€
Phil Reeser, Monticello€
Diane Ritter, Forsyth€
Roy Smith, East Peoria€
Mary Stuart, Urbana€
Kitty Trice, Monticello€



Unit 223 Reporter 
News from Southern Illinois-Paducah Unit 223 

Editor: Karen Coe, 
(618-435-4200) finesse002002@yahoo.com 

62836 Ewing IL 12761 Webb Hill Rd., 

Upcoming Events 
Unit 223 players have two upcoming tournaments during June and July within the Unit. 

The Paducah Champagne Regional kicks off Monday, June 18th and runs through Sunday, June 24. 
Play commences Monday evening at 7:00 P.M. with Charity Pairs or the 1st session of Bracketed KO 
#1. This year the Regional has been moved across the river and will be held at Harrah’s Riverfront 
Event Center in Metropolis. 

This tournament is a split regional with Rockford IL, and everyone on the Unit Board is excited about 
our new venue within Harrah’s Casino. Please check out the schedule in the ACBL Bulletin and in 
this Advocate. 

Host Hotels are Harrah’s (800-427-7247), Players Amerihost (618-524-5678), and Holiday Inn 
Express (618-524-8999). Bridge rates are available until June 4th. Come play at the Regional, and 
count on having a good time. Partnership Chair is Maxine Wynn (270) 554-5719 or 
t_wynn@bellsouth.net . 

Ruby Nelson’s Edwardsville Sectional at the Knights of Columbus Hall (7182 Marine Rd) will be 
held on July 27th, 28th, and 29th. A notably friendly and hospitable tournament, play begins at 1:30 & 
7:30 on Friday with (one-session) Stratified Pairs. Three sessions of bridge will be offered on 
Saturday, starting with Bracketed KO Teams at 9 am. Sunday will be Stratified Swiss Teams starting 
at 10:00 a.m. Partnership Chair is Glenda Piek at (618) 656-3856. 

Advancements in Rank 

Congratulations to Unit 223 players who have advanced in Rank during the first half of 2007: 

New Junior Masters 
Linda Cassens, Edwardsville, IL 
Brandy Fish, Belleville, IL 
Terry Sharp, Mt Vernon, IL 
Marilyn Storch, Herrin, IL 

New Club Masters 



Doug Alton, Alton, IL€
Linda Fish, Belleville, IL€
Marilyn Hayes, Mt Carmel, IL€
Debbie Garnier, Centrailia, IL€
Paul Paris, Maryville, IL€
Bonnadean Reimer, Mt Vernon, IL€

New Sectional Masters 
Bob Biarkis, Glen Carbon, IL 
Eric Bizzell, Beecher City, IL 
Florence Gillig, Edwardsville, IL 
Louella Lyon, Paducah, KY 

New Regional Masters 
Charles Clark, Jr, Edwardsville, IL 
Gerald Van Mill, Edwardsville, IL 

New NABC Masters 
Petrie Hunter, Edwardsville, IL€
Ann Smith, Marion, IL€
Wayne Sprehe, Centrailia, IL€

New Life Masters 
Mary Johnson, Godfrey, IL 
Carol Warner, Fairview Hgts, IL 

New Bronze Life Master 
Tim Butterbaugh, Paducah, KY 

Welcome to New Members 

During the fist half of 2007, we have gained the following new members: 

Laurlann Alton, Alton, IL€
Amanda Bentley, Carlinville, IL€
Lindsay Dover, Chesterfield, IL€
Thomas Heinen, St Elmo, IL€
Deborah Owen, Paducah, KY€
Laura B Reimers, Effingham, IL€
Joan Rich, Alton, IL€
Beverly & Dale Roberts, Columbia, IL€
April Rothenbach, Carlinville, IL€
Sandra Shipley, Carlinville, IL€
Valerie Stahl, Mt Vernon, IL€
James Storch, Herrin, IL€

Please make our newest members welcome! 



PADUCAH CHAMPAGNE REGIONAL

JUNE 18 – 24, 2007


HARRAH’S RIVERFRONT EVENT CENTER, METROPOLIS, IL

Split with Rockford, IL


• 14 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—7 K.O.—2 SWISS—5 CHOICE PAIRS 
• SIDE GAME SERIES #1: TUE. 9:30 & 7:00; WED. & THURS. 2:00 & 7:00 
• SIDE GAME SERIES #2: FRI. & SAT. 2:00 & 7:00 
• 1 SESSION PAIRS ENTRIES ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
*note* a player must play in at least 2 sessions of the same side series to win gold points 
*note* both Swiss #1 and Swiss #2 will be scored won-lost and stratified by the average master point holding of the team members 
*note* in a stratified choice pairs championship, a pair must play in 2 and only 2 of the 3 sessions, must buy the entry for both sessions 
before the start of the first session to be played in, and must inform the directors which 2 sessions they intend to play 
• STRATA: C 0—500 B 500—1500 A 1500+ 

Events Other Than Side Games—Regional Championships in Bold Type 

CHARITY PAIRS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION) 
BRACKETED K.O. #1 7:00 PM, CONTINUES TUE. 9:30 
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

STRATIFIED OPEN CHOICE PAIRS #1 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM & 
7:00 PM. (PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS) 
BRACKETED K.O. #2 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM CONTINUES WED. 
9:30 AM & 2:00 PM 
CHARITY B.A.M. TEAMS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION) 

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #2 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM, & 7:00 PM. 
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS) 
STRATIFIED SWISS TEAMS #1 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM 
BRACKETED K.O. #3 7:00 PM, CONTINUES THURSDAY 9:30 AM, 
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #3 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM. 
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS) 
COMPACT K.O. #1 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM 
BRACKETED K.O. #4 7:00 PM, CONTINUES FRIDAY 9:30 AM, 
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #4 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS) 
BRACKETED K.O. #5 7:00 PM, CONTINUES SAT. 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM 
& 7:00 PM 

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #5 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS) 
COMPACT K.O. #2 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM 
B.A.M. TEAMS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION) 

MONDAY—JUNE 18 

TUESDAY—JUNE 19 

WEDNESDAY—JUNE 20 

THURSDAY—JUNE 21 

FRIDAY—JUNE 22 

SATURDAY—JUNE 23 

(1) 
(2) 

(1) 

(3) 

(3) 

(2) 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 
(2) 

SUNDAY—JUNE 24 
(1) STRATIFIED SWISS TEAMS #2 10:00 AM & TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Tournament Contacts 
Dalton Darnell (270) 753-5992 
marcia_darnell@hotmail.com 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Harrah’s Riverfront Event Center and Hotel 
MON. THRU THURS. ONLY 
Phone Number: 1-800-427-7247 
Room Rate: $ 69 + tax for Single or Double 
$10 per each additional person 
Group Code: SO6ACBL 
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007 

Players Amerihost Inn 
Adjacent to Harrah’s 
Phone Number: 1-618-524-5678 
Room Rate: $55 + tax for Single or Double 
$10 per each additional person 
Group Code: ACBL 
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007 

Holiday Inn Express 
At exit 37 off I-24 Easy 3 mile drive to Harrah’s 
Phone Number: 1-618-524-8899 
Room Rate: $69 + tax for Single or Double 
$5 per each additional person 
Group Code: ACBL 
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007 

Group Code used for discount at hotels 

Hosted by Unit 223 
Chairmen 

Doug Edwards (270) 437-4977 
Tom Wynn (270) 554-5719 

Partnerships Chairman 
Maxine Wynn (270) 554-5719 

t_wynn@bellsouth.net 

Harrah’s Riverfront Event Center and Hotel in Metropolis, IL I-24 Exit 37 Across from Paducah, KY 

Must be 21 or older to enter the Casino or Pavilion. Know When To Stop Before You Start.
®

Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-426-2537. ©2007, Harrah’s License Company, LLC 



ROCKIN’ ROCKFORD, IL REGIONAL

SPLIT WITH PADUCAH, KY 

June 18 – 24 , 2007 

CLOCK TOWER RESORT 
7801 East State Street – Rockford, IL 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
MONDAY – June 18 

Charity Pairs Game 
KO “A” – lst session 

TUESDAY – June 19 
*Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 
KO “A” - 3 sessions 

KO “B” - 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions

Stratified Side Game # 1 – 1st round 

Stratified Side Game # 2 – 1st round

Stratified Side Game # 3 – 1st  round 

299’er Pairs (single sessions)


WEDNESDAY – June 20 
*Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 
KO “B” – 3rd and final sessions 
KO “C” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions 
Stratified Side Game # 1 – 2nd round 
Stratified Side Game # 2 – 2nd round 
Stratified Side Game # 3 – 2nd round 
299’er Pairs (single sessions) 

THURSDAY – June 21 
*Stratified Open CHOICE Pairs (3 sessions)

KO “C” – 3rd and final sessions

KO “D” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions

Swiss Team Game – 2 session 

Stratified Side Game # 1 – 3rd round 

Stratified Side Game # 2 – 3rd round

Stratified Side Game # 3 – 3rd round

299’er Pairs (single sessions) 

FRIDAY – June 22 

7 PM (benefit ACBL Charity) 
7 PM 

9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 
9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 

2 PM and 7 PM

9:30 AM

2 PM 

7 PM

9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM


9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 
2 PM & 7 PM 

2 PM &7 PM 

9:30 AM

2 PM

7 PM 

9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 


9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 
2 PM and 7 PM 

2 PM and 7 PM

2 PM and 7 PM 

9:30 AM

2 PM 

7 PM

9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM


STRATIFICATIONS 
All Open Choice, Side, Charity & Swiss Games 

A= 1500 + points 
B = 500 to 1500 points 
C = 0 to 500 points 

299’er Pairs 
A = 200 to 300 points 
B = 100 to 200 points 
C = 0 to 100 points 

Masterpoint Averaging 
For all Swiss Team Events: 
Example: 	Player #1 - 760 points 

Player #2 - 1,500 points 
Player #3 - 2,500 points 
Player #4 - 1,400 points 
Total: 5,860 points 

Divided by 4 is 1,465 points = B 

Bracketed Knockouts 
Random draw within the bracket.

Bracketed by team average & size of bracket 

to be determined by staff and subject to 


being handicapped.*Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 session )9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM

KO “D” – 3rd and final sessions 2 PM and 7 PM

KO “E” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions 2 PM and 7 PM

Stratified Side Game # 1 – 4th round 9:30 AM

Stratified Side Game # 2– 4th round 2 PM

Stratified Side Game # 3 – 4th round 7 PM

299’er Pairs (single sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM


SATURDAY – June 23 
*Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 
KO “E” – 3rd and final sessions 2 PM and 7 PM 
Compact KO – 2 session 2 PM and 7 PM 
Stratified Side Game # 1 – 5th round 9:30 AM 
Stratified Side Game # 2 – 5th round 2 PM 
Stratified Side Game # 3 – 5th round 7 PM 
299’er Pairs (single sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 

SUNDAY – June 24 
Stratified “SWISS TEAMS” (play thru session) 10 AM (NEW TIME – Do Not Bring Food – FREE Sandwich Lunch!!) 

*For overall Gold Point awards in “Choice Open Pairs” the same pair must play 2 sessions out of 3 sessions in one day. 



In the Stratified Side Games, a player  MUST play at least 2 sessions in the same event, to place overall or win Gold Points. 

HOST HOTEL All Family Friendly Tournament 
Clock Tower Resort Directions:  Off Route 90 exit State Street business route 20 
7801 East State Street and you will drive directly into the Clock Tower Resort. 
Rockford, IL 

This resort offers an indoor & outdoor pool, tennis courts, workout room and 2 
good restaurants.  When making your reservation, ask them to mail you one of 

Standard 2 double beds $65. their brochures. Remember you can visit the new dinosaur “Jane” and play in the great 
Standard King/Queen $65. Rockford Water Park. Plenty of activity for your non-playing spouse and children!! 

1-815-398-6000 

Make reservations BEFORE May 18th for guaranteed $65 room rate. 
When making reservation refer to: ACBL Unit 239 Bridge 

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

General Chairman – Karl Dencker – 847-458-8089 – karldencker@fvi.net

Co-Chair - Douglas Gugger – 815-235-7566 – D.A.Gug@insightbb.com


Partnership Chairpersons – Gene and Jan Condon – 845-633-4979 – jiggs320417@cs.com

Hospitality Chairpersons – Lucille Chaffee Douglas Gugger 


299’er Chairlady – Mary Jo Sergent – 815-874-4157


Unit 239 Board of Directors 
Karl D. Dencker – President Douglas Gugger – Vice President 


Susan MacKinney - Treasurer 

Mary Jo Sergent – Gene Condon – Lucille Chaffee – Jan Condon – John Pree 


Dennis Ryan – Secretary 


Coming Events -----
September 7 -9, 2007 – Rockford, IL Classic Sectional – Clock Tower Resort 
November 23 -25, 2007 – Turkey Bowl – Aurora, IL – Prisco Comm. Center 
March 7 – 9, 2008 – Early Spring Sectional – Elgin – Elgin Comm. College 
June 16 – 22, 2008 – Rockin’ Rockford, IL Regional – Clock Tower Resort 

Read District 8 news in the ADVOCATE – http://advocate.home.insightbb.com 

Emergency Tournament Phone – 1-815-398-6000 – ask for “bridge tournament desk” 



August 13–19, 2007 
Outstanding Hospitality Every Evening! Team Games Every Day! 

Saint Louis 
Regional 

Renaissance Hotel (One mile from Airport) 
9801 Natural Bridge Road • St. Louis MO 63134 

Free Parking • Shuttle Available 
Special bridge rate 

guaranteed through July 23 
Call toll free 888–340–2594 

Director in Charge: Chris Patrias 
Tournament Chair: Mike Carmen 314–872–8439 

Partnerships: Mary Hruby 314–739–1574 

Stratified throughout: 
Strat A 1500+, Strat B 500–1500, Strat C 0–500 

Intermediate/Newcomer: 0–20, 20–100, 100–200 

Monday, August 13 
Bracketed KO Teams #1...................... 7:30 pm 

KO #1 continues Tue 9 am 
Win-an-Entry Pairs ...............................7:30 pm 

Tuesday, August 14 
Bracketed KO Teams #1......9 am, 1 & 7:30 pm 
Side Game Series Pairs I ....9 am, 1 & 7:30 pm 
Compact KO Teams #1 .................1 & 7:30 pm 
Stratified Open Pairs #1 ................1 & 7:30 pm 
Intermediate-Newcomer Pairs .......1 & 7:30 pm 
One Session Board-a-Match Teams.... 7:30 pm 

Wednesday, August 15 
Bracketed KO Teams #2........................... 9 am 

KO #2 continues Thurs 9 am 
Charity Side Game Series AM Pairs......... 9 am 

Continues thru Sat 
Stratified Open Swiss Teams #1....1 & 7:30 pm 
Intermediate-Newcomer Pairs .......1 & 7:30 pm 
Side Game Series Pairs II .............1 & 7:30 pm 

Thursday, August 16 
Charity Side Game Series AM Pairs......... 9 am 
Bracketed KO Teams # 2.....9 am, 1 & 7:30 pm 
Stratified Open Pairs #2 ................1 & 7:30 pm 
Compact KO Teams #2 .................1 & 7:30 pm 
Intermediate-Newcomer Pairs .......1 & 7:30 pm 
Side Game Series Pairs II .............1 & 7:30 pm 
One Session Swiss Teams .................. 7:30 pm 

Friday, August 17 
Bracketed KO Teams # 3.......................... 9 am 

KO #3 continues Sat 9 am 
Charity Side Game Series AM Pairs......... 9 am 
Side Game Series Pairs III ............1 & 7:30 pm 
Stratified Open Swiss Teams #2....1 & 7:30 pm 
Intermediate-Newcomer Pairs .......1 & 7:30 pm 
Zip KO Teams.................................... 11:30 pm 

Saturday, August 18 
Bracketed KO Teams # 3.....9 am, 1 & 7:30 pm 
Charity Side Game Series AM Pairs......... 9 am 
Strati-Flighted Open Pairs .............1 & 7:30 pm 

Flight A Unlimited 
Qualifying with Barometer Final 

Strat B/C/D – Stratified 300/750/1500 
Side Game Series Pairs III ............1 & 7:30 pm 
Intermediate-Newcomer Pairs .......1 & 7:30 pm 

Sunday, August 19 
Strati-Flighted Swiss Teams ... 10:30 am & TBA 

Flight A/X – Stratified 3000/3000+ 
Strat B/C/D – Stratified 300/750/1500 

Stratified Fast Pairs ................10:30 am & TBA 
Sunday events will finish by 6 pm 

Visit our Web site www.unit143.org for more information 



Kokomo Sectional 
June 29, 30 & July 1, 2007 

Johanning Civic Center - on US 31 
1500 N. Reed Rd. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

* Stratification possible 

Intermediate/Novices 
Partners Guaranteed for 
all 0-200 MP and under 
events -1 hour before game 
time 

Tournament Chairman 
Dorothy Harrell 
(765) 457-7709 
Partnerships 
Chris Egberts 

(574) 699-0594 

SMOKING POLICY: 
This is a NON-SMOKING 
tournament with frequent 
breaks. 

Hotel Information: 
Fairfield Inn 

US 31 at Lincoln Rd. 
(765) 453-8822 

Stratified Open Pairs: A = 1500 +, B = 750-1500, 
C = 0-750 

FRIDAY JUNE 29 

Stratified Open Pairs 
Single Sessions 

1:00 PM 7:00 PM 
*Limited (200/100/50; 0-20 & 0-5 MP’s) Pairs 

Single Sessions 
1:00 PM 7:00 PM 

SATURDAY JUNE 30 
FREE - Continental Breakfast at 8:45 AM! 

Bracketed Knockout Teams  (Random Draw) 
9:00 AM 1:00 PM 7:00 PM 

Stratified Open Pairs 
Single Session 
9:00 AM 1:00 PM 7:00 PM 

*Limited (200/100/50; 0-20 & 0-5 MP’s) Pairs 
Single Sessions 

1:00 PM 7:00 PM 

SUNDAY JULY 1 

Bracketed Swiss Teams (Play-thru) 
10:00 AM 

The ACBL Zero Tolerance 
policy for bad behavior will 
be in effect. 

NOTE: 
BROWNBAG LUNCH 

INCLUDED IN SWISS 
TEAM ENTRY FEE OF 

$21.00 



299’er Elgin 

SILVER SECTIONAL 


FOR 

FUTURE LIFE MASTERS

----for players with 300 or less masterpoints-----

August 3, 4 and 5, 2007 

Elgin Township Office 

(lower level with elevator service) 
729 South McLean Blvd 

Elgin, IL 60123 

FRIDAY – August 3 
2 pm - Stratified Pairs Game 

Compact Knockout (first half) 

6:30 – Stratified Pairs Game 
Compact Knockout (final half) 

SATURDAY – August 5 
9:30 am – Stratified Pairs Game 

Compact Knockout (first half) 

2 pm - Stratified Pairs Game 
Compact Knockout (final half) 

6:30 pm 	 Pro Am* Pairs Game 
*players with under 300 points 

form a partnership with a player 
with over 300 points. Line up your partner! 

SUNDAY – August 6 
10:00 am - Swiss Team (play through) 

(bring a brown bag lunch) 

STRATIFICATIONS 
(as Director determines) 

0 to 20 points 

20 to 50 points 

50 to 100 points

100 to 200 points

200 to 300 points 


Tournament Chairpersons 
Karl D. Dencker – 847-458-8089 
Email – bridgetourny@yahoo.com 
Co-Chair – Julie Kelley – 630-232-2783 
juliekelley1955@sbcglobal.net 



Twin Cities Summer Sectional 

July 6-8, 2007 
Tri-Valley Middle School, Downs IL 

(east of Bloomington IL -- exit #142 off I-74) 

Friday, July 6 

1:00 pm -- Stratified Pairs 
7:00 pm -- Stratified Open Pairs 

99er pairs (if attendance warrants) 

Saturday, July 7 

1:00 
welcome) 

Single-session 99er Pairs (if attendance warrants) 

Sunday, July 8 

10:30 am playthrough -- Stratified Swiss Teams 

● Complimentary coffee and snacks all sessions. 

● Dinner included on Sunday. 

Entry fees: $8 per person per session on Friday & Saturday. 
$84 per team on Sunday (includes dinner). 

Strata:  A: Open; 

Tri-Valley School is east of Bloomington and north of I-74. From I-74 take exit #142 to US 150 
and East Washington Street. 

Tournament manager: Dennis Moll dennismoll@verizon.net 

Partners: Mike Tomlianovich mjtomlia@gmail.com 

& 7:00 pm -- Two-session Stratified Pairs (single-session entries 

C: <Non-LM under 500 B: <1500; 

(309) 663-4719 

(309) 825-5823 



Edwardsville Sectional 
July 27-29, 2007 

Knights of Columbus Hall,€

7132 Marine Rd. (Hwy. 143), Edwardsville IL€

Friday, July 27 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Single-session Stratified Open Pairs 

Saturday, July 28 
9:00, 1:30 & 7:30 -- Bracketed KO Teams 

1:30 & 7:30 -- Single-session Stratified Open Pairs 

Sunday, July 29 
10:00 -- Bracketed Swiss Teams (dinner included) 

Strata: 0-500 / 500-1500 / 1500+ 

Bridge rates at the Maryville EconoLodge (618-345-5720), 
Edwardsville Country Hearth Inn & Suites (618-656-7829) and the 
Edwardsville Comfort Inn (618-656-4900). 

Directions: From I-55, take Hwy 143 exit (3 miles north of the I-55 
& I-270 interchange). Travel west on Hwy. 143 approximately 2 
miles. 

Info: Ruby Nelson (618-659-9716) (cell: 618-514-2293) 

Partnerships: Glenda Piek (618-656-3856) 



MIDWEST TOURNAMENT CALENDAR


June, July & August North American Pair qualifying games, Local clubs 

June  18-24 DISTRICT 8 SPLIT REGIONAL: 
Harrah's Casino, Metropolis IL & Clock Tower Resort, Rockford IL 

29-01 Kokomo IN Sectional, Johanning Civic Center (Dick Ellis) 

July 02-08 GREATER DES MOINES REGIONAL, West Des Moines IA (Schedule) 
06-08 Twin City Sectional, Bloomington (Downs) IL (Mike Tomlianovich) 
9-15 SUMMERFEST REGIONAL, Arlington Heights IL (Schedule) 
27-29 Edwardsville Sectional, Knights of Columbus, Edwardsville IL 
31-05 FLYING BUCKEYE REGIONAL, Dayton OH (Schedule) 

August  03-05 299er Silver Sectional, Township Office, Elgin IL (Karl Dencker) 
03-05 South Bend IN Sectional 
06-12 NEBRASKA REGIONAL, Council Bluffs IA 
06-12 GRAND RAPIDS REGIONAL, Grand Rapids MI

13-19 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGIONAL, Renaissance Hotel, St. Louis MO (Mike Carmen)

24-26 Terre Haute IN Sectional

31-02 Irvin Cobb Sectional, Paducah KY 

31-02 Mid-Missouri Labor Day Sectional, Columbia MO (Schedule)

31-03 Labor Day Sectional, Skokie IL (Schedule)


Complete schedule of ACBL tournaments: http://www.acbl.org/play/tournaments.html 

District 8 web site: http://district8acbl.com/ 

District 8 Tournament Coordinator: Chris Patrias 
515 Chesapeake Court, St. Charles MO 63303 Phone: 636-928-8610 
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