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Get your team together for the 

District 8 Grand 
National Teams
May 5 & 6, 2007
IL Education Assn., 

Springfield IL 

  Saturday, May 5:   1:00 & 7:00 pm  -- 2-Session qualifying

  Sunday, May 6:   10:30 am & TBA -- Knockout finals        
                                 12:30 pm -- Open Pairs side game          

Trips to Nashville TN -- and regional-rated gold points -- are featured in the 2007 District 8 finals of 
this national team event. Any team of four, five or six District 8 members can enter in one of four 
separate flights: 

Championship:  Open 
Flight A:   0-5000 masterpoints 
Flight B:   0-2000 
Flight C:   0-500 (non-LMs) 

The winning team in each flight will receive a travel award from the District Board to play in the 
national finals in Nashville TN in July. 

Your flight eligibility is determined by the number of masterpoints you held on September 1, 2005.  

Directions: The site is the Illinois Education Association (IEA) Professional Development Center at 
3440 Liberty Drive. From I-55, take I-72 West, then take the first exit (Route 4/Veteran's Parkway 
north). At the first stoplight, turn left into the Walmart/Walgreen's complex (Lindbergh Blvd.). Go 
straight through the first light and first stop sign, then bear left around the next corner. The IEA is the 
first building on the left, behind Walmart.  

Sunday side game:  This is a stratified, sectional-rated pairs event that is open to all. You do not have 
to have played in the GNT event to enter. 

Event coordinator:  Georgia Heth --  309-263-0242   gkheth@hotmail.com 

mailto:gkheth@hotmail.com


  District 8's Gallery of Champions

  Our District is the smallest in ACBL, but over the years, we've had our share of players who made 
national news. Here's the current roster of national champions (and one world champion) who live in 
District 8 or lived here when they won their championships.

  Open North American Championships  (unlimited masterpoints)

David Carter, 
St. Louis 
(1906-1989)

   1st:  Men's 
Teams (1950), 
Life Master 
Pairs (1954), 
Men's Pairs 
(1957)

   2nd:  Spingold Teams (1953, 1954 & 1962), Open 
Pairs (1946, 1953 & 1954), Men's Pairs (1960)

   Winner of the 1954 McKenney Trophy

   Inventor of Two-Way Stayman and Texas 
Transfer conventions

Larry Kolker 
(photo), Jerry & 
Carolyn Levitt, 
Garrett Nash & 
George deRuntz, St. 
Louis

   1st:  Vanderbilt 
Teams (1962)

 

Lynne Feldman, 
Champaign IL

   1st:  Master 
Mixed Teams 
(1979), Women's 
Swiss Teams 
(1986), Women's 
Board-a-Match 

Teams (1988)

   2nd:  Women's KO Teams (1985), Women's 
Board-a-Match Teams (1987 & 1994)

Bob 
Carteaux, 
Fort 
Wayne IN

   1st:  
Senior KO 
Teams 
(1997)

   Attained rank of Grand Life Master, 2006



Roger 
Lord &
Alan 
Popkin, 
St. Louis

   1st:  
Silver 
Ribbon 
Senior 
Pairs 
(2002)

Tom 

Kniest, St. Louis &
Karen Walker, Champaign IL

   1st:  Mixed Pairs (2006)

   2nd:  Life Master Pairs (1986), Mixed Board-
a-Match Teams (1995), North American Open 
Pairs (1999)

  Other NABC Championships  (events with restricted masterpoint limits)

Will Engel, 
Freeport IL &
Jim Melville, 
Springfield IL

   1st:  Mini-
Spingold 0-5000 
Teams (2006)

   2nd:  0-5000 Life 
Master Pairs (2005)

Chris 
Patrias, St. 
Louis

   1st:  
National 
Senior/Advanced 
Senior Master 
Pairs (1972)

  College & Junior Championships



Justin Graver, Dennis Carney, Brian 
Blackmore & Michael Steigmann (University of 
Illinois, Champaign)

   1st:  North American College Team 
Championship (1988)
   Steigmann also won the 1994 College 
Championship playing for Harvard University.

Jason Feldman, 
Champaign IL

   1st:  World Junior 
Team Championships 
(2006)

 Bob Ewen & Darrell Penrod, University of 
Illinois (Champaign)

    1st:  North American College Pairs (1963)



Turkey Bowl Defense
     by Rowen Bell, Chicago IL

Here's an interesting matchpoint defense problem, taken from the Friday afternoon pairs game at the 
November 2006 Turkey Bowl sectional in Aurora IL.

As West, you hold:  KQJ6  T74  5  JT942

Your opponents arrive at 3NT by South after an uncompetitive and artificial strong club auction. Your 
left-hand opponent, North, has shown 16+ points and has suggested holding 5+ hearts. South has 
shown 8-11 points with six or more diamonds and exactly four spades, and he has denied heart 
support.

You make the normal lead of the K and dummy hits with
   843   AQJ62   A   AQ87

On your spade lead, partner plays the 7 and declarer the 2. You continue with the Q, producing 
the 9 from partner and the 5 from declarer. What do you lead at trick three?

* * * *

From the bidding, you know that South is left with the A10 after the first two tricks. Consequently, 
if you play a third round of spades into his tenace, that presents South with an additional spade trick, 
one which he could never take if left to his own devices.

Nevertheless, a spade is the winning continuation at trick three. The full deal was:

 843
 AQJ62         
 A
 AQ87

     KQJ6
     T74
     5
     JT942              

 97
 K9853
 T932
 K5

 AT52
 Void
 KQJ8764
 63

At teams, North-South should reach 5D, which is an easy make (a second heart trick can be 
established for the 11th winner). At pairs, however, it is reasonable for North-South to play 3NT, 
hoping that the blockage in diamonds will not be fatal.



If West leads anything but a spade on trick three, then North can win with dummy's ace, cash 
dummy's other two aces, return to hand with the A and run the diamonds. This gives South 10 tricks 
and a good board, beating the pairs in 5D.

Watch what happens if West plays a third round of spades instead. This presents South with a second 
spade trick, true; but it also forces South to use up his only entry to hand before the diamonds have 
been unblocked.

South's counter to this defensive thrust is a jettison play: After winning the third round of spades, 
South plays a fourth round of spades, discarding dummy's A.  Now, South can attempt to run the 
diamond suit.

If diamonds were splitting 3-2, then South would have 11 tricks, and the third round of spades would 
have given East-West a bottom board. However, with diamonds failing to split, it is North-South who 
are on the path to a bad board.

After cashing three top diamonds and finding that the suit won't run, South's best play is to throw East 
in with a diamond on trick eight.With five tricks to play, dummy is left with  AQJ  AQ, and East 
has to make a lead from  K98 or K5. The reader may verify that no matter how the play proceeds 
from this point, declarer will end up with four of the remaining five tricks. This gives South only nine 
tricks, tying the pairs in 5D and losing to pairs who were in 3NT and received any other defense.

Is it reasonable for West to find the "Greek gift" defense of continuing spades at trick three? Perhaps. 
West knows that diamonds are splitting badly for declarer. West also knows that if South's diamonds 
are strong enough to be a source of tricks, then South will not hold either of the rounded-suit kings; 
hence, the A is South's only entry to hand and needs to be attacked, even at the cost of a trick.

On the other hand, the spade play could work out badly for West. If South's diamonds were slightly 
stronger -- say, if the 10 and 8 were interchanged in this layout -- then the spade play would hand 
declarer an undeserved eleventh trick. Also, if South's diamonds were weaker, then declarer might be 
scrambling to find nine tricks on a misfit hand, and the additional spade trick could give declarer the 
contract.



2006 Solvers Forum Honor Roll

Congratulations to winners of the 2006 Solvers Forum contest: George Klemic of Bensenville IL and 
Arbha Vongsvivut of Godfrey IL. They averaged over 560 on last year's sets to top all other Solvers 
and win seats on the 2007 panel.

Thanks to all who participated. Rankings are based on your best three scores, so there's plenty of time 
to enter the 2007 contest. Just fill out the web form with your answers to the April problems and 
submit by March 23. Top runners-up in 2006 were: 

Micah Fogel, Aurora IL 
Gary Dell, Champaign IL
Robert Lambert, Warsaw IN
Rich Pestien, Peoria IL
John Seng, Champaign IL
Dave Wetzel, Rantoul IL 
Nigel Guthrie, Reading UK
Asher Axelrod, Jerusalem, Israel
Bob Carteaux, Fort Wayne IN
Greg Berry, Sleepy Hollow IL 
Adam Miller, Chicago IL
Glenn Smith, Creve Coeur MO
Bruce Kretchmer, Boynton Bch FL 
Len Vishnevsky, San Francisco
Larry Wilcox, Springfield IL
Paul Soper, Sierra Vista AZ

Mason Myers, Chesterfield MO
Zoran Bohacek, Zagreb, Croatia 
Mike Giacaman, St. Louis
Alvan Bregman, Champaign IL
Fred Sandegren, Quincy IL
John Mayne, Riverbank CA
Warren Bosch, Elgin IL 
Tad Hofkin, Aurora IL
Jim Hudson, DeKalb IL
Rich Peer, St. Louis 
Doug Jonquet, Decatur IL  
Bob Bainter, St. Louis
Steve Babin, Normal IL  
Bud Hinckley, South Bend IN 
Don Mathis, Florissant MO

http://www.prairienet.org/bridge/cgi-bin/solversforum.cgi?targetmonth=04&targetyear=07


District 8 Solvers Forum -- February 
2007
    by Kent Feiler, Harvard IL

Since this is my first month as a moderator, I feel I should include a picture 
of myself.
This is me and a Barbary Ape (they're really monkeys) taken on top of the 
big rock in Gibraltar.
I'm the one on the bottom.

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

3C 100 6 28

Dbl 100 6 17

2H 70 2 10

2NT 50 1 25

Pass 60 1 20

1. Matchpoints, both vulnerable

  West  North   East   South

1D 1H 2D ???

What is your call as South holding:  K92   84   K75   
KQ1085 ?

Remember the old Disney animation about a mother swan and her brood of swanlets (cygnets?) plus 
one ugly duckling floating around on a pond? This pond has all ugly ducklings: Pass, Dbl, 2H, 2NT, 
3C. No swans to be found anywhere. Still, we have to pick one.

3C comes under the heading of, "Bidding where you're at," usually a good idea if there's nothing else 
obvious. True, it'll make it hard to get to 2H if that's our best contract, but several panelists were 
hearing footsteps coming up fast behind them and wanted to establish the defense. 

KNIEST: "3C. I feel a 3D bid coming on my left, and certainly want the club lead if we defend." 

WALKER: "3C. With just one diamond stopper and no heart fit, I'm giving up on game and hoping to 
direct the defense." 

NELSON: "3C. I'm bidding 3C to get the defense off right. Likely lefty will bid 3D...I am a hero 
then." 

(Oh, Bev, you'll always be my hero!) 

Partner will probably have some clubs for us, but it would be nice if we could ask him to describe his 
hand instead of just taking a stab ourselves. Is there a way to do that? 

VONGSVIVUT: "Double. Showing values. 2NT and 3C are over bids." 

DODD: "Double. In BWS the responsive double does not promise 4+ spades." 



KESSLER: "Double. Just tell pard you had a club in with your spades!" 

Hmm, interesting. I thought the Bridge World Standard responsive double would surely promise four 
spades. It looks like Mark Kessler did as well, since he was already preparing for the post mortem 
with the old "club in with my spades" routine! 

SPEAR: "2NT. Makes sense, but 2H may be the only plus score." 

I'm not sure what 2NT shows in this auction, but I think it's more than we have. If partner has a low-
end overcall, his 6 plus our 11 add up to ... big trouble if an opponent decides to double. 

I made another call just to make sure it got a vote. I don't know that I'd do this in real life but it's worth 
talking about. 

ME: "Pass. Will partner balance if 2D gets back to him? If he has the hand that all the Solvers and 
panelists are dreaming about -- short in diamonds and more than a minimum overcall -- I think he'd 
choke out a bid. And if he has a bad overcall and passes it out in 2D, that may not be so bad for us."

Scoring:  Some of the panel seemed to be getting ready to defend while others were duking it out for 
the partscore. 3C and Dbl received the same number of votes, and since I couldn't detect a trend in the 
panel as a whole, I gave them both 100. 

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

4H 100 9 51

4C 90 1 3

Pass 80 3 22

Dbl 80 3 24

2. Matchpoints, both vulnerable

  West   North    East  South

1C Pass 1S 2S*

Pass 3H 3NT ???

* Natural

What is your call as South holding:  A987542   KJ4  
A3   5 ?

What's partner up to on this hand? He couldn't bid 1H or 2H over West's 1C opener but now he's 
bidding 3H all by himself on the second round! Our Fearless Leader was a bit perplexed by the 
bidding as well, but she did have a name for it! 

WALKER: "4H. I've spent far too much time trying to figure out what partner could possibly hold for 
this BOON (Bid Out Of Nowhere). An esoteric game try for spades? The watchword in these 
situations is 'If it could be natural, it is' -- with the corollary of 'Support with support' -- so that's what 
I'm going with." 

Another panelist considered a different term for partner's bidding, involving some decorative asterisks. 

DODD: "Double. Somebody is fooling around here. I trust it is not my partner. Lots of inferences can 



be drawn. First, North did not preempt or even overcall. Second, 3H (since I trust partner) is not some 
chicken s*** escape bid. I expect at least something like  x  Axxxxx  QJx  xxx,  which begs 
the question, 'Which of East and West is playing around?' West must hold a long club suit and 
(sub)minimum values, so East is likely to hold a balanced pattern, but how could he have enough to 
justify a stab at game?" 

To h*** with the analysis -- this could be bloody if they don't run. If they do, we should be a lock for 
4H -- unless North really is crazy, in which case we're the ones in some trouble here! Ah, there's 
always the consolation where the drinks flow freely. . . 

Speaking for the "chicken s***" escape bid theory. 

MATHENY: "4H. I don't see us beating 3NT and it sounds like partner has seven small hearts." 

PAULO: "4H. Partner should have seven hearts and a Yarborough. If this is the case and West opened 
with Jx  x  KJxx  AKQxxx or similar, then East makes 3NT, we have a good save at 4H, and 
the opponents can't make 5C or 5D." 

Now I see what my problem has been with bridge all these years, I just don't bid enough! Well, wait 
'til next time! 

SPEAR: "4H. Seems right, whatever this bidding means." 

Don't be too sure, Jack! Except for one panelist, we may all have had the wrong idea! Here's what 
might really be happening. 

KLEMIC: "Pass. I expect to beat this, probably a lot unless they have 9 running. This assumes partner 
is on the same wavelength. Given the lack of 1H overcall initially from pard, this auction reeks of 
'Isn't 2S Michaels?' But, even if not, hearts will be a stronger side suit lead than diamonds, and it's 
clear a spade lead is getting nowhere. No double because we don't want to see a run to 4C." 

Our new panelist, George Klemic, is off to a flying start by being the only one who saw what must be 
happening on this hand. Partner thought our 2S bid was Michaels! Of course! All this peculiar bidding 
clicks and snaps into place and makes perfect sense after that.

Scoring: Let's see ...  if George Klemic is right about partner thinking our 2S was Michaels, then our 
high score goes to a bid (4H) that's probably on a 4-3 or even a 3-3 fit and may go for a number that 
requires logarithms to properly represent it. Oh well, scoring isn't an exact science. 

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

Pass 100 12 52

Dbl 70 3 27

4H 60 1 21

3. Matchpoints, EW vulnerable

  West   North    East  South

Pass Pass 1S DBL

2S 3H Pass Pass

3S Pass Pass ???



What is your call as South holding:  103   AQJ4   KJ94   QJ5 ?

The first hand in this set was impossible, the second one was mysterious, but this one looks easy. For 
once in my life I made a bid that shows my hand pretty well and what that means is that I leave the 
future bidding decisions to partner. Agreeing: 

STRITE: "Pass. Easiest call of the set. Didn't I already show this hand twice?" 

KESSLER: "Pass. I have no more than I said I had with the takeout double--and they are soft values 
with little shape. Exactly why would I consider bidding again?" 

MERRITT: "Pass. I hate to take the low road, but to double or bid game would disincentivise partner 
from bidding directly in the future." 

Er . . . right, we certainly wouldn't want to do that. Disagreeing: 

VONGSVIVUT: "Double. North should have either 2K or A-K for his 3H freebid." 

KNIEST: "4H, which I would have considered before being pushed here. I have an awfully good 
takeout double for a passed hand partner - I could have a lot less, and partner was ready to play 3. 
RHO's 3rd hand opener could be trash, and lefty could be pushing with a big spade fit. -140 figures to 
be worth nothing, so I go for the make or minus 100 - down 2 if they don't double or down one if they 
do. This might be a law hand with both sides having 9 trumps...or 10. I can't tell, so I bid. If the 
vulnerability were reversed, I'd defend." 

What I really don't like about bidding/doubling is overruling partner's decision to let the opponents 
play 3S. Presumably, partner understands the scoring in bridge and THE LAW as well as we do, and if 
he's staring at defensive tricks in his hand, he should double himself. The only difference between him 
and us is that he knows more about our hand than we know about his.

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

4C 100 5 13

3S 90 5 36

3H 90 2 15

2D 80 2 12

4H 70 1 18

4S 50 1 5

4. Matchpoints, EW vulnerable

  West   North    East  South

-- -- -- 1C

Pass 1S Pass ???

What is your call as South holding:  7643    Void   
A52   AKJ1042 ?

On Problem 1, we had to choose a bid from a bunch of ugly ducklings. On this one, we have too many 
swans. If we want to raise spades directly, we have a choice of 3H (Mini-Splinter?), 3S, 4C (Anti-
Splinter?), 4H (Void-Showing Splinter?), and 4S (Denying a Splinter?). 

Some of the panel ended up with one of those splinters in their thumb, but is this hand really even 



good enough to force to game? 

KLEMIC: "3S. This should be enough. Lots of controls, but bad trumps and light on high-card points. 
A lot of hands will give partner trouble; for example, even a hand like  Q10xx  KQxx  Qxx  

Qx (a clear accept) will have 2 1/2 trump losers, and a diamond suit difficult to deal with." 

WALKER: "3S. A straight value bid, as no matter how you count it, this hand isn't worth more than 
15-16 support points. 4C and splinter bids show power hands with a maximum of 4-5 losers. If partner 
shows even lukewarm interest in going beyond game, I'll certainly cooperate, but making my own 
slam-try with this 6-loser hand -- and its ultra-weak trumps and non-solid side suit -- is way too 
much." 

DODD: "3S. Short an ace for a splinter, and I hate making jump raises on x-high trumps. North 
always needs more than one thinks to make a slam worthwhile, and any I'll risk the auction stopping 
right here to preserve the bidding space we may need." 

Whew, the staff is pretty conservative here in the District 8 Advocate. I'm not sure I'm going to fit in. 
It's true that we're under-strength for a 4H splinter bid, but what about... 

MERRITT: "3H. I am not afraid to splinter with this hand. The prime cards, source of tricks and lots 
of exploratory bidding room make me happier than the paltry trumps disappoint me." 

I think a mini-splinter auction can conceivably go 1C-1S; 3H-3S; P. That would make me feel a lot 
better about stopping below game. But maybe the best bid is to forget about all the splinters and start 
with a reverse into 2D. 

STRITE: "2D. I play 4H as a void splinter since 3H mini-splinter is available. Failing that agreement, 
this is a harder rebid. I'm going to reverse to 2D and insist on spades later to get the void and playing 
strength across, though I don't remember making too many 12 HCP reverses in the last decade!" 

KNIEST: "4C. The standard bid for this type of hand. I wish my spades were better, but the trick 
power is so great that I need to make this descriptive bid." 

NELSON: "4C. I hope this bid is a BWS bid, it is so descriptive with this hand...the bid was made for 
this hand." 

SPEAR: "4C. Showing something like what I have, without discouraging the heart lead I want."

I think Jack Spear is right on target. Splinter enthusiasts forget that they're lead inhibitors. The 
opponents won't lead a suit in which we're known to have a singleton or void, and that's likely to be 
the best lead for us. On this hand, it's easy to imagine that the difference between a heart lead and a 
diamond lead might be two or three tricks. 

As far as I can see, 4C is not a BWS bid, but maybe we shouldn't let that stop us. I've bid it 
undiscussed with several partners and they all knew what it was. It's as much a "system logic" bid as it 
is a convention.



Scoring: I thought the panel was a bit wary of passing the hand out below game, so I demoted the 3S 
bid slightly. 

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

5S 100 13 39

5D 70 3 49

6D 80 0 7

5H 40 0 3

5NT 80 0 2

5. IMPs, NS

  West   North    East  South

-- -- 3S Pass

4S 4NT * Pass ???

  * Two-suiter (any two suits)

What is your call as South holding:  Void   K8764  
Q98642   K3 ?

Our little 8-HCP hand has turned into a fire-breathing monster! Partner's two suits are almost certainly 
clubs and a red suit, so first we need to find out which red suit it is. Second, if he thinks we might 
belong at the five-level, maybe we ought to raise the ante and bid a slam. In fact, how about a grand? 

KESSLER: "5S. Lets find out which suit we have to play our slam in, and let partner know we have a 
spade control in case partner is interested in a grand. Without a real spade control, but wanting to bid a 
slam, we could have bid 5NT." 

Yup.  

KNIEST: "5D. Very tempting to bid 5S to get to the right slam, but if pard truly has the minors, my 
heart king might be toilet paper." 

I'd say that's too gloomy an outlook. Even with: Void  xxxxx  xxxxxx  Kx , a slam is still 
likely. Let's hear from the player who knows the whole story:

NELSON: "5S. North held  x  AQJ10x AK  AQJxx, and he should bid ... what? Since he's 
looking at all the controls, South must have a spade void to justify forcing to the six-level, and I think 
North should bid the grand."

 Action   Score   Votes % Solvers

Pass 100 11 80

4D 70 2 7

5D 70 1 1

4C 70 1 9

5C 70 1 3

6. IMPs, none vulnerable

  West     North     East    South  

-- 1D 1H 1S

2H 3D 3H Pass

Pass 3NT Pass ???

What is your call as South holding:    AQ763   9   52   
J7642 ?



Is this the same partner we had on Problem 2? On this one, he had a chance to bid 3NT on his 
previous turn and bid a non-forcing 3D instead. Now, with no encouragement from us, he boosts 
himself up to 3NT on the following round. He must be trying to tell us something, but what? Some 
panelists thought he was showing clubs: 

KLEMIC: "4C. This is not the hand to play 3NT on a flimsy heart stopper. 4C should be correctible to 
4D, but in case pard has a 6-4, this should be a better spot." 

STRITE: "5C. If pard has a hand which wants to play 3NT, he'd have bid it in lieu of 3D, so this bid 
suggests clubs, along the lines of 7-4 in the minors. I got clubs." 

With 4 diamonds and 7 clubs, a conventional 3NT bid makes sense, but with 7 diamonds and 4 clubs, 
it sounds a bit suicidal. Anyone have another idea? 

WALKER: "4D. Partner's message is pretty clear -- since he was willing to play just 3D but is now 
suggesting 3NT, he's communicating doubt about notrump, but enough playing strength to compete to 
4D. He probably needs a diamond filler or another heart stopper from me, and when I hold neither, he 
doesn't want me to leave him here." 

Wow, Fearless Leader really squeezed a lot of juice out of that 3NT bid, but it does sound like the 
right idea. Since we have a singleton heart and two diamonds, maybe we should even bid: 

BERRY: "5D." 

Panelist Berry is a man of few words -- in fact, no words at all. Too bad, but you have to think he went 
through a thought process similar to Karen's. 

Still, the fact that partner is trying to communicate some arcane message to us with his 3NT bid 
doesn't necessarily mean that we should pull it. After all, 3NT is . . . 3NT. 

PAULO: "Pass. Partner's last bid looks like a gambling bid, e.g. with  Kx  K10x  AKQxxx  
10x,  but it may be a good gamble." 

KNIEST: "Pass. I have my free bid, and a hand that might produce some tricks opposite Kx of S. 
However, more importantly, I have a sure entry and two  diamonds, allowing pard to possibly pick up 
the suit, either by splitting them out or finessing, if required. If my red suits were reversed, I would 
still pass, but be pessimistic about our chances. Pard may be taking a gamble on an iffy game, but this 
is not the hand to rescue him."

Scoring: The moral of the hand is that you need a crowbar to pry a bridge player out of a 3NT 
contract. 

Thanks to all who sent in answers to this interesting set. Congratulations to Zoran Bohacek of 
Zagreb, Tim Francis-Wright of Medford MA and Dave Smith, one of our hard-working ACBL 
staff members in Memphis TN. They tied for the top Solver score with an impressive 570 and 



they're all invited to join the April panel.

Special congratulations to George Klemic of Bensenville IL and Arbha Vongsvivut of Godfrey 
IL, who won the 2006 Solvers Contest by averaging more than 560 for their best three submissions. 
They'll be joining the panel for 2007. See Solvers Honor Roll in this issue for a list of the top 
runners-up in the 2006 contest.

The six new problems for April are below. This is the second of the six sets in the 2007 Solvers 
Contest, so there's still plenty of time to join in. Please submit your solutions by March 23 on the 
web form or by email to our April moderator: 

   Scott Merritt -- merritt604@gmail.com 
  

 How the Panel voted  (Panel/Staff Avg. -- 552): 
1 2 3 4  5 6 Score

 Greg Berry, Sleepy Hollow IL 2H Dbl Dbl 3S 5D 5D 440

 Bob Carteaux, Fort Wayne IN 3C Pass Pass 4S 5D Pass 510

 Mark Kessler, Springfield IL Dbl 4H Pass 4H 5S Pass 570

 George Klemic, Bensenville IL 3C Pass Dbl 3S 5S 4C 540

 Tom Kniest, University City MO 3C 4H 4H 4C 5D Pass 530

 Larry Matheny, Loveland CO 3C 4H Pass 3S 5S Pass 590

 Bev Nelson, Fort Myers FL 3C 4H Pass 4C 5S Pass 600

 Manuel Paulo, Lisbon, Portugal Dbl 4H Pass 3H 5S Pass 590

 Larry Rabideau, St. Anne IL 2H 4C Pass 2D 5S Pass 550

 Jack Spear, Kansas City MO 2NT 4H Pass 4C 5S 4D 520

 Toby Strite, San Jose CA Dbl 4H Pass 2D 5S 5C 550

 Arbha Vongsvivut, Godfrey IL Dbl Pass Dbl 4C 5S Pass 560

 How the Staff voted

 Tom Dodd, Branchburg NJ Dbl Dbl Pass 3S 5S Pass 570

 Kent Feiler, Harvard IL Pass Dbl Pass 4C 5S Pass 560

 Scott Merritt, Abuja, Nigeria Dbl 4H Pass 3H 5S Pass 590

 Karen Walker, Champaign IL 3C 4H Pass 3S 5S 4D 560

 Solvers Honor Roll  (Solver average: 491)

 Zoran Bohacek, Zagreb, Croatia 3C 4H Pass 3S 6D Pass 570

http://www.prairienet.org/bridge/cgi-bin/solversforum.cgi?targetmonth=04&targetyear=07
mailto:merritt604@gmail.com


 Tim Francis-Wright, Medford MA 3C 4H Pass 3S 6D Pass 570

 Dave Smith, Memphis, TN 2H 4H Pass 4C 5S Pass 570

 Sandy Barnes, Wildomar CA 550  R. Tewari, Delhi 550

 Jim Diebel, Wood Dale IL 550  Terry Goodykoontz, Champaign IL 540

 Robert Lambert, Warsaw IN 550  Nigel Guthrie, Reading UK 540

 John R. Mayne, Riverbank CA 550  Linda Lubeck, Troy IL 540

 Fred Sandegren, Quincy IL 550  Glenn Smith, Chesterfield MO 540

 John Seng, Champaign IL 550  Michael Spurgeon, Muncie IN 540

Solvers Forum -- April 2007 Problems

1. Matchpoints, none vulnerable 

  West     North     East    South  

Pass 1H 1S ???

What is your call as South holding:
AK952   1054   K   10743 ? 

2. IMPs, NS vulnerable                             

  West     North     East    South  

-- 1C 1H 1S

2H 3C 3H ???

What is your call as South holding:
 A10764    J742  A7    K4 ? 

3. Matchpoints, both vulnerable                  

  West     North     East    South  

-- 1C Pass 1D

Pass 1S Pass ???

What is your call as South holding: 
AQ7    654   A109543   10  ?

4. Matchpoints, both vulnerable                         

  West     North     East    South  

-- -- 1S DBL

2S Pass 3C* ???

* (Help-suit game try) 

What is your call as South holding:
Void   AKQ9   KQJ108   Q732 ?

5. IMPs, NS vulnerable                                  

  West     North     East    South  

-- -- 1D ???

What is your call as South holding: 
 AJ84   Void    Q2   AKQJ1084 ?

6. Matchpoints, EW vulnerable  

  West     North     East    South  

-- -- 1D Pass

1H Pass 2NT Pass

3NT All Pass

 What is your opening lead as South holding: 
A   97432   K8532   106 ?



Pair Fare 

 News from Northwestern Illinois Unit 239 

Editor:  Dennis Ryan, 118 Glenview Court, Janesville WI  53545      
drchezmoi@aol.com 

Bob Erwin:  Life Master 
Not many players achieve life master status playing in a local sectional 
with a home town partner. But that's what happened to Bob Erwin 
(Rochelle) last September, playing in the Rockford Classic Sectional 
Swiss Team event with Archie Millotte (also Rochelle.)

Bob began playing bridge in college at Iowa State in Ames back in 1947, 
but only started serious duplicate in 1989 at the Bridge Center of 
Rockford. "This was right after I retired, so I had time for all the bridge 
that my late wife Gloria was urging me to play. I took lessons, I have had 
mentors, and I developed as a player through all the programs available in 
Rockford, which I've been glad to take advantage of."

Bob was born and raised in Kansas City, MO, but went to one year of college through a Navy program 
in Cape Girardeau, MO in 1944, when he studied pre-engineering. But then the Navy sent him to 
Ames, where he graduated in 1949. Meanwhile, he decided he wanted to be a teacher, so he became a 
math major and started teaching in Clear Lake, IA. After teaching there for two years, he went back 
into the Navy again during the Korean Conflict, and then taught in Clear Lake for three more years. 
"That's my long, hard road to Rochelle, IL," Bob laughs.

Bob and his late wife Gloria have four children: Sue Kapraun, an art teacher at Johnsburg High School 
in McHenry; Scott, a lawyer in DeKalb; Sarah Mariani, an elementary teacher in Poplar Grove; and 
Steve, a math teacher in Woodstock.

Bob was a boy scout through high school, and participates widely in civic affairs to this day. He is 
active in the Presbyterian Church of Rochelle, and volunteers at Focus House, a juvenile detention 
center which is a home for minor offenders. He travels extensively with Global Volunteers, which 
sends volunteers everywhere worldwide to do everything. "It's a sort of mini-Peace Corps," explains 
Bob, "but the volunteers only serve one to three week assignments." He has done stints in the Cook 
Islands, Ecuador, Australia, Ireland, and even on an Indian reservation in Montana where he took 9 
members of his family.

mailto:drchezmoi@aol.com


"Bridge keeps one thinking," Bob insists. "One meets lots of nice people, and since my wife passed 
away I've continued what she started. I've had the good fortune to play with many other different 
partners who have helped me to improve further and reach this goal."

Dan and Kathy Chamberlain: Life Masters
The doctor and his wife are both very "in" this month: Dr. Dan 
Chamberlain and his wife Kathy (both of Rockford) are Unit 239's latest 
life masters. They made life master playing together in a Lake Geneva 
Regional in late October in a knockout teams event with Tom Hardy 
(Huntley) and Pat Haverty (Woodstock) as their partners.

Between them, the Chamberlains have six children: Sheila, a computer 
analyst in Fond du lac, WI; Pamela, a teacher and homemaker in 
Stillwater, MN; Jonathan, a liberal arts student in Fond du lac; Jennifer, 
a bookstore manager in Milwaukee; Alison, a cosmetologist in 
Milwaukee; and Jill, a graduate student in physical education in 

Madison.

Kathy was born and raised in Fond du lac, WI. She attended nursing school in Milwaukee, but 
returned to Fond du lac for her BSN. She has also lived in Champaign and Rockford, and now works 
for Swedish American Hospital in Rockford.

Dan was born and raised in Belvidere. He attended Loyola University and went to medical school at 
the Stritch School of Medicine there. He has lived in Belvidere, Chicago, Fond du Lac, Champaign, 
and Rockford, where he has been practicing for over 12 years, specializing in internal medicine.

Kathy enjoyed "party bridge" starting in the early 70's "when our children were little," and he 
gradually joined in. They took lessons from Karen Walker in Champaign in 1993. But then they 
moved, and "simply lacked the time" for bridge involvement. "On a lark," they took lessons again in 
2000, and have been regular duplicate players ever since. "Emboldened by the kindly, steady 
encouragement of the late Pam Eden, we played in our first regional in 2003, after a major anxiety 
attack. Then Bob Coffey (Rockford) taught us bridge for a while; but we shook him up so badly he 
fell out of a tree while hunting and Kathy Owens (also Rockford) took over."

"We owe the success that we have enjoyed so far to an incredible number of wonderful people," both 
assert. "Included in this list are Burt Moore (Rockford,) Bob DeKeyser (Rockton,) Karen Golden 
(Davis,) Sue Tunelius (Winnebago,) Doug Gugger (Freeport,) Marlene Estes (Rockford,) Dan 
Scroggins (Beloit, WI,) Jack Snyder (Rockford,) the late Pam Eden (Rockford,) Kathy Owens 
(Rockford,) and Mary Belle Moss (Rockford.) Our lives would not be the same without you."

Kathy enjoys what she terms "the mental stimulation of the game," while Dan often speaks of "the 
beauty of the game, with its infinite possibilities." But both find rewards in bridge as an activity to 
share: "We live together, we work together, and we eat together. We were looking for an activity with 



which we could actually enjoy spending leisure time together. Lo and behold, we discovered bridge."

The Changing Scene . . .

New Junior Masters: Anita Bull, Crystal Lake; Marilyn Croft, St. Charles; Arlene Lefevre, 
Dixon; Thomas McDonald, Batavia; Karen Stunkel, Crystal Lake;  Charlene Whitney, Winnebago.

New Club Masters: Jan Kloweit, Rockford; Mary Simonson, Sarasota, FL.

New Sectional Masters: Tara Mufich, Rockford; Mariloy Wallen, Rockton; David Wilson, Davis; 
Nancy Wilson, Davis.

New Regional Masters: Patricia Benedict, Rockford; Carol Fischer, Rockford; Anne Godin, 
Loves Park; James Knowles, Elgin; Karen Pickelsimer, Oakwood Hills.

New NABC Masters: Judy Coffey, Rockford; Caralee Hopman, Huntley; Ron Hopman, Huntley; 
Lynn Patterson, Lake-in-the-Hills; Mary Jo Sergent, Rockford; Douglas St. John, Rockford; 
Dolores Witte, Roscoe.

New Life Masters: Dan Chamberlain, Rockford; Kathryn Chamberlain, Rockford; Paul Stunkel, 
Crystal Lake.

New Bronze Life Masters: Mickey Schallberg, Rockford; Phyllis Seeman, Rockford.

New Silver Life Masters: Grace Selby, Huntley.

As I See It . . .

I hope our Advocate editor, Karen Walker, took a minute to "enjoy the flowers" when she read the 
profile, above, of Dan and Kathy Chamberlain, two of our Unit's new Life Masters. You see, Karen's 
bridge lessons started it all for Dan and Kathy: and the Bridge Center of Rockford now has two active, 
participating, enthusiastic, contributing members whose lives are continually enriched by the game of 
duplicate bridge. It's true that another community (Rockford) inherited the benefits of the hard work, 
enthusiasm, and time that Karen invested in Champaign. But the point is that bridge reaped the 
benefits.

Teaching bridge is a tough row to hoe. It's a long and often discouraging path. Few students sign up 
for lessons and immediately turn into regulars at the local club. Many students need recurring 
experiences with bridge to become "hooked." Many need encouragement, tender loving care, 
reassurance, and perpetual seeking-out. (They also need to be met with common courtesy when, with 
their hearts in their mouths, they finally get up the nerve to play in their first sanctioned game.) Each 
experience a newcomer has with duplicate bridge feeds into others and eventually creates a regular 
participant. 

And so we market bridge and market bridge and market bridge. We teach two students here, four 
students there, and six students somewhere else, knowing that it may be seven years down the pike 
before we see any of them with any regularity in club games. We plan ahead to offer these students 
continuing experiences on their level when their lessons are over. 



Recruiting new players to bridge is a lot like raising children: sometimes it really does "take a 
village." Look at the long list of players whom the Chamberlains wished to thank in their profile: each 
one of these wonderful folks had a direct hand in "bringing in" two new recruits as regular players. All 
these efforts are inspired by one great over-riding truth that has already verified itself over the long 
haul: this hard work eventually pays enormous dividends, and our long-term survival as a viable 
activity depends upon its continuity.

The Bridge Center of Rockford has had four responses to a recent newspaper ad for new players this 
past week. If traditional statistics hold, one of them will continue with lessons and club play in limited 
games, eventually becoming a regular club player. One will drop out entirely. Two will drop out 
temporarily, to emerge again when more special efforts are made at marketing to seek them out yet 
another time. This means that the Center must plan for (and finance) continuing bridge education on 
all levels, make (and finance) continuing marketing efforts aimed at both new players and at 
experienced "drop outs ," and fight (and finance) an uphill battle for continuing community exposure. 
Any bridge club that intends to survive must, indeed, do all that and firmly believe that its survival 
depends upon getting it done.

So your assignment, Mr. Phelps, if you choose to accept it: congratulate, thank, and encourage a 
bridge teacher near you. And if you are an active part of "the village," take a bow.



CIBA Digest 

News from Central Illinois Unit 208 

Editor:  Karen Walker,  2121 Lynwood Drive,  Champaign IL  61821
    (217) 359-0042       kwalker@insightbb.com

It's not too late to make New Year resolutions
Our Central Illinois Unit has 761 active members as of January 1, 2007. Here's a breakdown of our 
current membership by masterpoint holding:

0-5 mps: 68 members
5-20:  60
20-50:  111
50-100: 93

100-200: 108
200-300: 57
Life Master (300-500):  49

Bronze LM (500-1000): 114
Silver LM (1000-2500): 82
Gold LM & above (2500+): 19

Our total membership is about the same as last year, but it's down 4 percent from two years ago, and it 
includes a record low number of new members. Our Unit signed up only 36 new ACBL members in 
2006, compared to 55 in 2005 and 87 in 2004. That's the lowest percentage gain of any Unit in District 
8.

We're also next-to-last in the District for retaining members. Only about 60 percent of our new ACBL 
members renew for a second year.

On the plus side, we're the "youngest" Unit in District 8. The average age of Central Illinois members 
is 65.89, compared to age 67.27 for all of District 8 and age 68 for all of ACBL. 

For our game to thrive, we need to work harder to appeal to all ages, add new ACBL members and 
keep our current ones. Our Unit Board sponsors recruitment and retention programs, but the most 
successful "selling" of our game is through individual, personalized efforts. For 2007, make it your 
goal to introduce at least one new player to duplicate bridge and/or to recruit at least one new or 
lapsed ACBL member. Here are some ideas on how you can help promote our game and increase our 
member base:

●     Download ACBL's free Learn to Play Bridge software programs and burn them to CDs. 
Include them with gifts for birthdays, holidays and other occasions. Give copies to friends, 
relatives and members of other clubs and groups where you have personal contacts.

●     "Talk up" duplicate to your party-bridge friends. Invite one to be your partner at a duplicate 
game.

●     Do you have old or extra copies of the monthly ACBL Bulletin magazine? Don't toss them in 

mailto:kwalker@insightbb.com
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the trash. Recycle them by:
    Giving them to bridge teachers to hand out to their students.
    Taking them to your local club and encouraging newcomers and non-members to browse 
and take them home.
    Asking your doctors, dentists and local businesses if you can leave copies in their waiting 
rooms. Cover the address label with a card or sticker with the contact number and/or web site 
of your local bridge club.

●     Make a list of players who have "disappeared" from your club games in recent years. Call a 
few to let them know they're missed and invite them to rejoin the games. Ask one to be your 
partner or offer to help find partners.

●     If you're a club manager, look in your email box for periodic "lapsed member" reports from 
ACBL (lists of members you recruited who have not paid this year's dues). A little 
encouragement from you is all they may need to renew. If they've lost the forms they received 
in the mail, remind them that they can renew online (www.acbl.org) or by phone (800-467-
1623).

Coming up on the Club Calendar
  ACBLwide Senior Pairs -- Monday afternoon, February 26 

This annual event, open to ages 55+, offers extra masterpoints, pre-dealt hands and hand-analysis 
booklets. The same hands are being played at clubs around the nation and will offer District-wide 
and nationwide awards. The sanction fee is low; expect to pay 75 cents more than your club's 
regular entry fee. Check with your club manager for information on sites in your area. Central 
Illinois clubs that have hosted this game in the past are:

    Champaign:  Bridge at Ginger Creek (12:30 pm) -- Karen Walker (217-359-0042   
kwalker@insightbb.com)

    Bloomington:  Gayl West Duplicate (11:45 am) -- Gail Moon (309-661-8993   
gpmoon@insightbb.com)

    Springfield:  Bridge Club of Springfield (12:30 pm) -- Janice Franz (217-546-0597    
jfranz5201@insightbb.com)

  North American Pairs -- June, July & August 

This event has become more popular than ever since ACBL lowered the club-level sanction fees 
from $7 to $4 per table. There's no limit on the number of these special games your club can hold. 
The 2008 national finals will be in Detroit MI.

Cheer on our Unit winners:  The 2006-2007 North American Pairs concludes in March when 
District winners play in the national championship in St. Louis. Six pairs from our Unit will be 
representing District 8 in the national finals :

http://www.acbl.org/
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    Flight A:  Gary Kessler & Dan Requard, Springfield
    Flight B:  Gail & Jim Moon, Bloomington
    Flight C:  Dan Faulkner, Monticello & Gary Dell, Champaign
                   Paul Holmes & Josh Kueker, Champaign

You can check on their results in the online Daily Bulletins from St. Louis.

Mini-McKenney & Ace of Clubs updates
Visit the ACBL Unit Awards page to view lists of the top ten Unit players in each category (type 208 
into the box that asks for your Unit number). Results will not be official until mid-February. Year-end  
results for our Central Illinois Unit will be published in the April issue of this newsletter. 

In Memory
We were saddened by the loss of long-time Unit player Jim DeSerio of Peoria. 
Jim, 68, passed away at home on January 29. 

Jim had a long professional career as a financial officer for community colleges, 
and in recent years he had been president of his own company. He was a successful 
bridge competitor and active supporter of Central Illinois clubs and tournaments 
for decades. He was the 17th leading masterpoint holder in our Unit with 2868 
career points.

Our condolences go out to Jim's wife, Cheryl, his children and grandchildren and his many friends. 
Jim's friend Colby Vernay wrote:
    "I remember Jim as a proud member of our bridge-playing community. Jim was always a 
formidable player  as well as a really good person at the table and away from it.  His passing produces 
a great sadness for us all."

Movin' Up 
   Congratulations to these Unit members who recently advanced in rank:

http://www.acbl.org/nabc/StLouis2007/bulletins.php
http://web3.acbl.org/internet/unitawar.nsf/unitraces?openform


New Junior Masters (5 pts.)       
Dennis Browning, Springfield
Dan Simons, Champaign 

Club Masters (20 pts.) 
Al Colman, Champaign
Cindy Holler, Springfield 

Sectional Masters (50 pts.) 
Ann Adams, Bloomington
Janice Badgett, Chatham
Marcia BonDurant, Champaign     
Bill Folts, Champaign
Ronald Greek, Galesburg
Dennis Knoll, Catlin
Sara Ratteree, Springfield
Jean Reilly, Springfield
Hope Stephenson, Springfield

Regional Masters (100 pts.) 
Walter Fox, Bloomington
Nan Groves, Mattoon
Ann Schuyler, Bloomington
Judi Sulzbach, Champaign
Bill Zuehlke, Rantoul

NABC Masters (200 pts.) 
Irene Wen, Urbana 

Life Master  
Charlie Morton, Bloomington 

Bronze Life Master  (500 pts.) 
Gary Dell, Champaign
Bill Lindemann Jr., Champaign
Dariel Richardson, Rochester

Silver Life Master  (1000 pts.) 
Marjorie Hanner, Springfield

WELCOME to new members:        
Larry Harman, Chatham
Jack Hrbak, Springfield
Mary Jo Potter, Springfield
Linda Stout, Springfield
Carol Wright, Petersburg



Unit 223 Reporter 
News from Southern Illinois-Paducah Unit 223 

Editor:  Karen Coe,  12761 Webb Hill Rd.,  Ewing IL  62836   
 (618-435-4200)   karenann4200@yahoo.com  

Masterpoint Races
Visit www.acbl.org to view leaders of the 2006 Unit Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney Masterpoint 
races as of early January, 2007. (Scroll down to the bottom of the home page and click on Masterpoint 
Races. You will find all sorts of interesting info on national races, District 8 races and Unit 223 
masterpoint races.) 

The final tally of points won is not complete, standings may change, and the ultimate results of our 
Unit’s Races will not be official until mid-February. Look for a list of the So ILL / Paducah Unit 
Masterpoint Race Winners in our next Advocate article. 

Awards will be issued and winners honored at the sectional tournament to be held March 2-4 at 
Kentucky Dam Village, Gilbertsville, KY. Hosted by the Mayfield KY club, this sectional is 
renowned for its hospitality and the beauty of its venue. Springtime at Kentucky Lakes and the State 
Lodge is not to be missed. Plan to attend and applaud the Masterpoint Race Winners! For more 
information, contact the tournament chair, Doug Edwards, at gay310@apex.net.

Upcoming STaC

District 8 will be holding a Sectional-at-Clubs (STaC) Feb. 5th through 11th. A STaC is an 
opportunity to win silver points playing at your local duplicate club. Players' game percentages are 
compared across District 8 for each session (high percentage scores in all games held on Monday 
afternoon, for example, are compared), and coming in high over-all is an opportunity to win big Silver 
points. Be sure and check with your local clubs for game times and plan to play in at least one STaC 
game.

Congratulations to the following Unit 223 players who have advanced in rank:

    New Junior Master: Phil McCoy, Effingham IL.

    New Regional Masters: Jerry Cooksey, Centralia IL and Larry Farris, Alton IL.

    New Life Masters:  Doris Baer, Trenton IL and David Osucha, Paducah KY.

    New Bronze Life Masters:  Morris Gross, Godfrey IL and Verdene Twomey, Carbondale IL.

mailto:karenann4200@yahoo.com
http://www.acbl.org/
mailto:gay310@apex.net


MIDWEST TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 

Feb.            02-08   District 8 Sectional-at-Clubs, Local clubs     Online results
        09-11           West Allis WI Sectional, State Fair Park
        10-11           Owensboro KY Sectional
        16-18           Louisville KY Sectional, Best Western Brownsboro Inn
        16-18           Davenport IA Sectional
        23-25   Warren Tatting Memorial Sectional, Hult Health Center, Peoria IL  (Bernie Riley) 
        26      ACBL-wide Seniors Game (Ages 55+; daytime session), Local clubs

March           02-04   Elgin IL Sectional, Elgin Community College  (Karl Dencker )
        02-04   Fort Wayne IN Sectional
        02-04   Kentucky Dam Sectional, Gilbertsville KY  (Doug Edwards)
        08-18   SPRING NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS, St. Louis MO    Schedule & information
        26-31           INDIANAPOLIS SPRING REGIONAL, Indianapolis IN     Schedule

April   9-15            GATLINBURG TN REGIONAL  
        21-22   Effingham IL Sectional, Hendelmeyer Park 
        23-29           DISTRICT 13 SPRING REGIONAL, Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva WI   Schedule
        28      299er Sectional, Town & Country MO 

May     05-06   District 8 GRAND NATIONAL TEAMS, IL Educational Assn., Springfield IL (Chuck & Liz Zalar) 
        18-20   St. Louis Spring Sectional, Blanchette Park, St. Charles IL  (Mike Carmen)
        22-28   ILLINI REGIONAL, Hilton Gardens & Homewood Suites, Champaign IL  (Karen Walker)   

Complete schedule of ACBL tournaments:  http://www.acbl.org

District 8 Tournament Coordinator:  Chris Patrias
      515 Chesapeake Court, St. Charles MO  63303    Phone: 636-928-8610

http://www.mt.org/district_8_stac.htm
mailto:briley@grics.net
mailto:karldenker@aol.com
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http://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/Ads/2007/03/0703104.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/Ads/2007/04/0704003.pdf
mailto:zalar@insightbb.com
mailto:macarmen1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kwalker@insightbb.com
http://www.acbl.org/play/tournaments.html
mailto:bidmup1@charter.net


   Illini Regional Bridge 
Tournament

   Memorial Day weekend:  
May 22-28, 2007

NEW site, two brand-new hotels:      

Hilton Garden Inn & Homewood Suites,      

1501 S. Neil (Rt. 45), Champaign, Illinois  Map 

Please join us for seven days of bridge and our special Illini 
hospitality:

●     Wednesday:  Seniors Day -- $4 off your 2-
session Open Pairs entry for ages 65+.

●     Friday:  Juniors Day -- Full-time students 
age 25 and under play FREE in the 2-
session Stratified Pairs!

●     Saturday:  Barometer final in the Flight A 
Strataflighted Pairs  (1:30 & 7:30).

●     Sunday:  Fighting Illini Fans Day -- 
Prizes, drawing for Illini football tickets, $2 
off your afternoon entry if you wear Illini 
orange and blue!

●     Monday:  FAST Swiss Teams -- 
playthrough with free continental breakfast 
& cash snack bar. 

●     Novice/Intermediate Program:  0-300 
events  Wednesday through Sunday. Expert 
speakers at 1:00 & 7:00, Wed. evening 
through Sun. afternoon.

●     Non-stop hospitality -- Evening buffets, 
hotel hospitality suite, registration gifts, 
door prizes, champagne splits & glasses to 
section winners, Daily Bulletin, Daily Web 

Tuesday, May 22 

7:30 -- Big Ten KO Teams (continues 
Wednesday AM, Aft & Eve) 
7:30 -- Play for the Pets Charity Pairs 

Wednesday, May 23 -- Seniors 
Day 

     $4 off 2-session Open Pair entry for ages 
65+.   

9:30, 1:30 & 7:30 -- Big Ten KO (2nd, 3rd 
& 4th sess.) 
9:30 -- Charity Side Series AM Pairs 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Stratified Open Pairs (single-
session entries available) 
7:30 -- 299er Pairs 

Thursday, May 24  
9:30 -- Orange & Blue KO Teams 
(continues Friday AM, Aft & Eve) 
9:30 -- Charity Side Series AM Pairs  
1:30 & 7:30 -- Thu-Fri Side Series Pairs 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Strataflighted Swiss Team 
(Flt. A separate) 

http://www.google.com/maps?num=20&hl=en&lr=&q=hilton+gardens&near=Champaign,+IL&radius=0.0&cid=40116389,-88243333,3420344585134408024&li=lmd&z=14&t=m
http://natasha.scs.uiuc.edu/gcbc/regional.htm


Bulletin, bridge bookstore, more!

●     Discounts for full-time students under age 
25.

Bracketed Knockout Teams:
Big Ten -- 7:30 Tuesday & 9:30, 1:30 & 
7:30 Wed.
Orange & Blue -- 9:30 Thursday & 9:30, 
1:30 & 7:30 Friday
Chief Illiniwek -- 9:30 Saturday & 9:30, 
1:30 & 7:30 Sunday.  Dorner-Meyer 
trophies to winners in bottom bracket.
OskeeWowWow Compact KO (two 
sessions, four 12-board matches) -- 1:30 & 
7:30 Sunday

Side-Game Series:   Enter any or all 
sessions. Play two or more sessions in any 
series to qualify for overall awards (gold 
points). 

Charity Side Series AM Pairs -- 9:30 am, 
Wednesday through Sunday (to benefit 
CATSNAP, a local cat rescue center)
Thu-Fri Side Series ---- 1:30 & 7:30, 
Thursday & Friday
Sat-Sun Side Series ---- 1:30 & 7:30, 
Saturday & Sunday

Novice/Intermediate Pairs:
299er Pairs (0-300) -- 7:30 Wed., Thu., Fri. 
& Sat.;  1:30 & 7:30 Sunday
Easybridge Pairs (0-100) -- 1:30 Saturday

Strata:  A=Open  A/X=3000  B=1500  C=500  
D=200

2006 Daily Bulletins (click on calendar links).

Host hotels:   
Bridge rate ($89.99 double) and free 
parking at the brand-new Hilton Garden 
Inn and Homewood Suites, 1501 South Neil 
(corner of Neil & Kirby). Rate includes 
continental breakfast. 

Both hotels are new construction, located on 

7:30 -- 299er Pairs 

Friday, May 25 -- Juniors Day 

     Students age 25 & under play FREE in 
the Stratified Pairs. 

9:30 -- Orange & Blue KO (2nd, 3rd & 4th 
sess.) 
9:30 -- Charity Side Series AM Pairs  
1:30 & 7:30 -- Stratified Open Pairs 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Thu-Fri Side Series Pairs 
7:30 -- 299er Pairs 

Saturday, May 26    
9:30 -- Chief Illiniwek KO (continues 
Sunday AM, Aft & Eve) 
9:30 -- Charity Side Series AM Pairs  
1:30 & 7:30 -- Flight A Strataflighted Pairs 
(barometer final) 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Flight BCD Pairs 
1:30 & 7:30 -- Sat-Sun Side Series Pairs 
1:30 -- Easybridge Pairs (0-100) 
7:30 -- Barometer Final (2nd sess. of Flt. A 
Pairs) 
7:30 -- 299er Pairs 

Sunday, May 27 -- Illini Fans Day 

     $2 off your afternoon entry if you wear 
Illini orange & blue! 

9:30, 1:30 & 7:30 -- Chief Illiniwek KO 
(2nd, 3rd & 4th sess.) 
9:30 -- Charity Side Series AM Pairs  
1:30 & 7:30 -- Sat-Sun Side Series Pairs 
1:30 & 7:30 -- OskeeWowWow Compact 
KO Teams 
1:30 & 7:30 -- 299er Pairs (single sessions) 
7:30 -- Board-a-Match Teams 

Monday, May 28 

9:45 a.m. --- Free continental breakfast. 
10:30 a.m. -- FAST  Swiss Teams 
(stratified by team's average MP holding).  
On the road before 6:00. 

Chairman:  Karen Walker   (217-359-
0042)   kwalker@insightbb.com 

http://natasha.scs.uiuc.edu/gcbc/regional.htm
http://natasha.scs.uiuc.edu/cgi-bin/calendar?class=bridge?month=5?year=2006
mailto:kwalker@insightbb.com


the same site (opened in fall 2006). 
Facilities include a heated indoor pool and 
fitness center. Homewood Suites rooms 
have kitchenettes. A wide variety of 
restaurants are within walking distance.  
Map    Driving directions

Reservations:  217-352-9960 (Homewood 
Suites) or 217-352-9970 (Hilton Garden 
Inn) and ask for bridge rate. Please reserve 
by May 12. 

Partners:   Hugh Williams   (618-203-
9566)    hrw1997@gmail.com  
Madhu Viswanathan    
madhubalan@insightbb.com 

http://www.google.com/maps?num=20&hl=en&lr=&q=hilton+gardens&near=Champaign,+IL&radius=0.0&cid=40116389,-88243333,3420344585134408024&li=lmd&z=14&t=m
file:///C|/Advweb/Feb07/map-trn.htm
mailto:%20hrw1997@gmail.com
mailto:madhubalan@insightbb.com


• 14 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—7 K.O.—2 SWISS—5 CHOICE PAIRS
• SIDE GAME SERIES #1: TUE. 9:30 & 7:00; WED. & THURS. 2:00 & 7:00
• SIDE GAME SERIES #2: FRI. & SAT. 2:00 & 7:00
• 1 SESSION PAIRS ENTRIES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
*note* a player must play in at least 2 sessions of the same side series to win gold points
*note* both Swiss #1 and Swiss #2 will be scored won-lost and stratified by the average master point holding of the team members
*note* in a stratified choice pairs championship, a pair must play in 2 and only 2 of the 3 sessions, must buy the entry for both sessions
before the start of the first session to be played in, and must inform the directors which 2 sessions they intend to play
• STRATA: C 0—500 B 500—1500 A 1500+

PADUCAH CHAMPAGNE REGIONAL
JUNE 18 – 24, 2007

HARRAH’S RIVERFRONT EVENT CENTER, METROPOLIS, IL
Split with Rockford, IL

CHARITY PAIRS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION)
BRACKETED K.O. #1 7:00 PM, CONTINUES TUE. 9:30
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

STRATIFIED OPEN CHOICE PAIRS #1 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM &
7:00 PM. (PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS)
BRACKETED K.O. #2 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM CONTINUES WED.
9:30 AM & 2:00 PM
CHARITY B.A.M. TEAMS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION)

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #2 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM, & 7:00 PM.
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS)
STRATIFIED SWISS TEAMS #1 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM
BRACKETED K.O. #3 7:00 PM, CONTINUES THURSDAY 9:30 AM,
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #3 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM.
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS)
COMPACT K.O. #1 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM
BRACKETED K.O. #4 7:00 PM, CONTINUES FRIDAY 9:30 AM,
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #4 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS)
BRACKETED K.O. #5 7:00 PM, CONTINUES SAT. 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM
& 7:00 PM

STRATIFIED CHOICE PAIRS #5 9:30 AM, 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM
(PLAY IN 2 AND ONLY 2 OF THE 3 SESSIONS)
COMPACT K.O. #2 9:30 AM & 2:00 PM
B.A.M. TEAMS 7:00 PM (1 SESSION)

SUNDAY—JUNE 24
(1) STRATIFIED SWISS TEAMS #2 10:00 AM & TO BE ANNOUNCED

Hosted by:
Chairmen

Doug Edwards & Tom Wynn
Partnerships

Maxine Wynn (270) 554-5719
t_wynn@bellsouth.net

Tournament Contacts
Dalton Darnell (270) 753-5992
marcia_darnell@hotmail.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

Harrah’s Riverfront Event Center and Hotel
MON. THRU THURS. ONLY
Phone Number: 1-800-427-7247
Room Rate: $ 69 + tax for Single or Double
$10 per each additional person
Group Code: SO6ACBL
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007

Players Amerihost Inn
Adjacent to Harrah’s
Phone Number: 1-618-524-5678
Room Rate: $55 + tax for Single or Double
$10 per each additional person
Group Code: ACBL
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007

Holiday Inn Express
At exit 37 off I-24 Easy 3 mile drive to Harrah’s
Phone Number: 1-618-524-8899
Room Rate: $69 + tax for Single or Double
$5 per each additional person
Group Code: ACBL
Reservation Cut Off Date: June 4, 2007

Group Code used for discount at hotels

Events Other Than Side Games—Regional Championships in Bold Type

MONDAY—JUNE 18

TUESDAY—JUNE 19

WEDNESDAY—JUNE 20

THURSDAY—JUNE 21

FRIDAY—JUNE 22

SATURDAY—JUNE 23

(1)
(2)

(1)

Harrah’s Riverfront Event Center and Hotel in Metropolis, IL I-24 Exit 37 Across from Paducah, KY

Must be 21 or older to enter the Casino or Pavilion. Know When To Stop Before You Start.
®

Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-426-2537. ©2007, Harrah’s License Company, LLC

(3)

(3)

(2)

(1)

(2)
(3)

(1)

(2)
(3)

(1)

(2)

(1)
(2)

Hosted by Unit 223
Chairmen

Doug Edwards (270) 437-4977
Tom Wynn (270) 554-5719

Partnerships Chairman
Maxine Wynn (270) 554-5719

t_wynn@bellsouth.net



 

ROCKIN’ ROCKFORD, IL REGIONAL 
SPLIT WITH PADUCAH, KY 

 

June 18 – 24 , 2007 
 

CLOCK TOWER RESORT 
7801 East State Street – Rockford, IL 

 

   SCHEDULE OF  EVENTS  
MONDAY – June 18   

Charity Pairs Game    7 PM (benefit ACBL Charity)  
KO “A” – lst session    7 PM                        

TUESDAY – June 19                          
 *Stratified  Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM  STRATIFICATIONS 
 KO “A” - 3 sessions    9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM  All Open Choice, Side, Charity & Swiss Games 
 KO “B” - 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions  2 PM and 7 PM     A= 1500 + points 
 Stratified Side Game # 1 – 1st round  9:30 AM               B = 500 to 1500 points 
 Stratified Side Game # 2 – 1st round  2 PM     C = 0 to 500 points 
            Stratified Side Game # 3 – 1st   round  7  PM                
 299’er Pairs (single sessions)   9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM            299’er Pairs    
WEDNESDAY – June 20                                                                                        A = 200 to 300 points 
  *Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM   B = 100 to 200 points 
 KO “B” – 3rd and final sessions   2 PM & 7 PM    C = 0 to 100 points 
 KO “C” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions  2 PM &7 PM                
 Stratified Side Game # 1 – 2nd round  9:30 AM     Masterpoint Averaging
 Stratified Side Game # 2 – 2nd round  2 PM                                         For all Swiss Team Events: 
 Stratified Side Game # 3 – 2nd  round  7 PM    Example:  Player #1 - 760 points 
 299’er Pairs ingle sessions)   9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM   Player #2   - 1,500 points           (s
THURSDAY – June 21          Player #3   - 2,500 points 
                  *Stratified Open CHOICE Pairs (3 sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM   Player #4   - 1,400 points 
 KO “C” – 3rd and final sessions   2 PM and 7 PM    Total: 5,860 points 
 KO “D” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions   2 PM and 7 PM 
 Swiss Team Game – 2 session   2 PM and 7 PM   Divided by 4 is 1,465 points = B  
 Stratified Side Game # 1 – 3rd round  9:30 AM             
 Stratified Side Game # 2 – 3rd round  2 PM                Bracketed Knockouts 
 Stratified Side Game # 3 – 3rd round  7 PM      Random draw within the bracket. 

 299’er Pairs (single sessions)   9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM                     Bracketed by team average & size of bracket 
FRIDAY – June 22         to be determined by staff and subject to    
 *Stratified Open Choice Pairs  (3 session ) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM                            being handicapped. 
 KO “D” – 3rd and final sessions   2 PM and 7 PM 
 KO “E” – 1st and 2nd of 4 sessions                     2 PM and 7 PM 
 Stratified Side Game # 1 – 4th round  9:30 AM  
 Stratified Side Game # 2– 4th round  2 PM 
 Stratified Side Game # 3 – 4th round  7 PM                    
 299’er Pairs (single sessions)   9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 
SATURDAY – June 23  
 *Stratified Open Choice Pairs (3 sessions) 9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM 

KO “E” – 3rd and final sessions   2 PM and 7 PM 
Compact KO – 2 session   2 PM and 7 PM 

 Stratified Side Game # 1 – 5th round  9:30 AM 
 Stratified Side Game # 2 – 5th round  2 PM 
 Stratified Side Game # 3 – 5th round  7 PM 
 299’er Pairs (single sessions)   9:30 AM, 2 PM and 7 PM             
SUNDAY – June 24 
 Stratified “SWISS TEAMS” (play thru session)   10 AM  (NEW TIME – Do Not Bring Food – FREE Sandwich Lunch!!) 
   
 
 

*For overall Gold Point awards in “Choice Open Pairs” the same pair  must play 2 sessions out of 3 sessions in one day. 



In the Stratified Side Games, a player  MUST play at least 2 sessions in the same event, to place overall or  win Gold Points. 

HOST  HOTEL      All Family Friendly Tournament   
Clock Tower Resort  Directions:  Off Route 90 exit State Street business route 20      
7801 East State Street              and you will drive directly into the Clock Tower Resort.   

    Rockford, IL      
    This resort offers an indoor & outdoor pool, tennis courts, workout room and 2 
     good restaurants.  When making your reservation, ask them to mail you one of 
Standard 2 double beds $65. their brochures.  Remember you can visit the new dinosaur “Jane” and play in the great 
Standard King/Queen $65. Rockford Water Park.  Plenty of activity for your non-playing spouse and children!! 
               
1-815-398-6000 

Make reservations BEFORE May 18th for guaranteed $65 room rate. 
When making reservation refer to: ACBL Unit 239 Bridge     
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE 
General Chairman – Karl Dencker – 847-458-8089 – karldencker@fvi.net 
Co-Chair  - Douglas Gugger – 815-235-7566 – D.A.Gug@insightbb.com 

Partnership Chairpersons – Gene and Jan Condon – 845-633-4979 – jiggs320417@cs.com 
Hospitality Chairpersons – Lucille Chaffee Douglas Gugger 

299’er Chairlady – Mary Jo Sergent – 815-874-4157 
  

 
Unit 239 Board of Directors 

Karl D. Dencker – President       Douglas Gugger – Vice President 
Susan MacKinney - Treasurer 

Mary Jo Sergent – Gene Condon – Lucille Chaffee – Jan Condon – John Pree 
Dennis Ryan – Secretary 

Coming Events ----- 
 September 7 -9, 2007 – Rockford, IL Classic Sectional – Clock Tower Resort 
 November 23 -25, 2007 – Turkey Bowl – Aurora, IL – Prisco Comm. Center 
 March 7 – 9, 2008 – Early Spring Sectional – Elgin – Elgin Comm. College 
 June 16 – 22, 2008 – Rockin’ Rockford, IL Regional – Clock Tower Resort  
 

Read District 8 news in the ADVOCATE – http://advocate.home.insightbb.com 
 

Emergency Tournament Phone – 1-815-398-6000 – ask for “bridge tournament desk” 



Warren Tatting Memorial Sectional
February 23-25, 2007

Hult Health Center, 5215 N. Knoxville Road, 
Peoria IL

Friday, February 23
    1:00 & 7:00 -- Single-session Stratified Pairs
                           99er Pairs if attendance warrants   

Saturday, February 24
    1:00 & 7:00 -- Two-session Stratified Pairs (one-session entries 
welcome)
                           99er Pairs if attendance warrants

Sunday, February 25
    10:30 am -- Two-session Stratified Swiss Teams 
     Sandwich lunch served during the break.

    Strata:   A-Open    B-Under 1500    C- Non-LM (under 500 pts.) 

  Hospitality after the evening sessions on Friday & 
Saturday.
 Free snacks served every session.

Entry fees:  $8 per player per session. Extra charge on Sunday for 
lunch. 

Nearby motel:  Red Roof Inn, 1822 W. War Memorial Drive  (309-
685-3911)

Info & partnerships:  Bernie Riley    (309) 251-1151      
briley@grics.net 

mailto:briley@grics.net


  EARLY SPRING 

SECTIONAL

     March 2-4, 2007

     Elgin Community 

College

     1700 Spartan Drive, Elgin IL

Friday, March 2

2:00 pm -- Stratified Charity Pairs
2:00 & 7:00 pm -- Compact Knockout Teams  (exactly 4 players)
7:00 pm -- Stratified Open Pairs

Saturday, March 3

9:00 am, 1:00 pm & 6:30 pm -- Handicapped KO Teams (4 to 6 players) 
9:00 am -- Stratified Open Pairs
1:00 & 6:30 pm -- Stratified Open & 99er Pairs (single sessions)
1:00 & 6:30 pm -- Bracketed Compact KO Teams (exactly 4 players) 

Sunday, March 4
11 am -- Brown Bag Stratified Swiss Team (bring your own lunch) 

   Strata:  A = 1000+     B = 300-1000      C = 0-300 

Elgin Community College is at the intersection of McLean Blvd. and Spartan Drive -- 
1/4 mile south of U.S. 20 and 1/2 mile east of Randall Road. Parking is free. 

Host hotel:  Bridge rate ($53 dbl.) at Days Inn of Elgin, 1585 Dundee Avenue. Call 847-
695-2100 and ask for Elgin Bridge Sectional rate. 

Tournament & Partnership Chairmen:  Karl Dencker (847-458-8089) & John Diehl 
(847-741-9305) For more information, email   bridgetourny@yahoo.com

mailto:bridgetourny@yahoo.com


Make your plans now for the

Spring North American

Bridge Championships

March 8-18, 2007

Renaissance Grand Hotel & Americas Center

St. Louis MO

Event schedule       Hotel reservations       Parking       ACBL's 
information page

Just for newcomers:
The tournament features daily events just for novice/intermediates and first-time tournament 
players. Download ACBL Welcome Guide for more information. All events will be held in a 
special playing area where you can meet other 0-300 players and attend free bridge lessons and 
workshops. They include:

  Daily at 12:15 & 6:45 pm. -- 30-minute "mini-lessons" presented by bridge celebrities. A full 
schedule of topics and speakers is here.

  Saturday, March 10 (10 a.m.-noon) -- Jerry Helms on "Taking Your Tricks: The Art of 
Making Your Partner's Bids Look Good"

  Sunday, March 11 (10 a.m.-noon) -- Marty Ronemus on "Communicating with Aliens!"

Need a partner?  Just sign in at the partnership desk at the tournament. If you'd like to set 
up partnerships in advance, email Mary Hruby or phone 314-739-1574.  

Want to volunteer?  If you'd like to help out at the NABC, contact Volunteer Chairman 
Mary Lu Weyerich  (314-991-5658 or weyerich@swbell.net). Other committee chairmen are 

http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/nabc/StLouisschedule2007.pdf
http://www.megahousing.com/acbl/StLouis/index.html
http://www.acbl.org/nabc/StLouis2007/parking.html
http://www.acbl.org/nabc/StLouis2007/index.html
http://www.acbl.org/nabc/StLouis2007/index.html
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/nabc/nabcwelcome.pdf
http://www.acbl.org/nabc/StLouis2007/speakers.html
mailto:mlhruby@aol.com
mailto:weyerich@swbell.net
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